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I%ﬁd” iwo 10;3."/'90, I would sell one of them and buy MME‘«O feed my
soul.g From 5588 fnoca philosophy came RE L WA g i
(meugitt, £ Jesus oprought that thought to the fore; Made &€ an issue
of life when he dectared "Ma#y shall not live by bread alone,

Evrere 111ustrated’3ne day.wher—ons o thesxoorienresofhis—Hfe . There was

a family who hvnd in tho was very dear to Jesus. He went there _
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ani T Other ' acecepted him for-what

h@%&’ﬁ&?ﬁmﬁﬁw&d—rﬂ—t’?‘wl:dg@@r%%lﬁﬂy and-gquite often he—
would-go-totheir hoire- PR On one afternoon Mary and Martha
were seaated e#® on aﬁ@ lawn a-nd.heu-a;&d-e—a,—t.w Lreswlook mq_;;aai into the
distance , -oplthen t my QW the flgure C«m into sight4whw fecognized immediately
uegzd.‘"ﬂas h sir Lord. , Martha hee not besm pre e:l for cn%n'n v The house
55 for frisitors ;e e Mie Mt
it if she was to be ready
for him , she must ‘make _dSte. g £ Bhe W&;}»&A&i ran into the house
and 4 Elc] Mary waited for Jesus and as he cpard’ n”‘%te her presence
7§ £, It had been a tiresome jcurney for him . “Awmd ffe sat, dherer
Syt , 1sthe toughts that were uppermost in his mind sh-a-r—mg-—*hem—wm Gt /M~
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William Wordsworth cxpeeseecd | he vay st we bdDng' up in living
we miss the real oopo*rtu*litie.: a&t come into Sur lives. = He said
“the world is too much with us.™ Sb()'l and late (RN \laying waste
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I bakt! JadTHE élie—mgcought inthem. Giving cur time and our energy

to thess tmngs that the real values that life offars ic uscften go unnoticed,
We never take adgantage of them. One of the saddest phrases that anyone of
us could ever use is to say " I'm too gired" This becomes an impedi.-:hent to
so many experiences into which we can enter and enliven our lives. To bring
joy to a greater depth. To experience the sublime things that we otherwise
can never find entrances into our conscience. The other evening we were looking
at some old home movies that we had made when our little boy was just a doddler
He is becoming quite a young lad by now, and as we weeoked at those old mwevies
that we hadn't seen for years suddenly a wave of nostalgia swept thr ough me and
I felt more about these years gone It seemed only @ moment since he was woidling
about. Now {’nese years ...hay¥I shared s¥me with him.z-. .. is there a consciousness
of relationship that has extenrled over these yvears while he somehow has moved
oin and out of my life, and Ive missed so much of him. I could remember so
vividly the only other things Thcn were a part of these years. But suddehly here
was a boy and I felt lonely. And then a few days later I was seated in my chair
reading wehen my son came up to me and said, "Daddy, go cut and play bahl.
And hardly pausing, I said "no, son I'm busy , I can't" But sudenly that movie
springs forth and fvesdt into my mind without hesitation I laid down the book and I



said, " no I'm notbusy, let's go play ball. There for awhile we shared oneanother.
Too busy. Too busy to enjoy our children. Too busy to linger for just a momernit
looking out into the west and enjoying the rays of the sunset. How long has it been
since you've seen a rainbow in the sky? Or stood on a meuwntain and looked up
into the heavens and watched for a shooting star. All of the beauties of God

that are constantly coming into place and we don't find time to enjoy them.
Sometime ago Time magazine had a article on Millionairs who had gained their
first million by the time they were thirty years-old. all of them having beegmn

with nothing and gained a midlion dollars and .And they tried to assess these
lives to determine those qualities that had enabled them to become millionaries
There were many complemintary attributeds that came to the sufface . There

were two things that were common to them all. One was that they did not have
time for religion. The church had no place of importance in their lives., The other
they did not have time for family life. One of them was so gracious enough to

say that every year on his son's birthday he took the afternoon off drom work and
spent it with his son. These representative possing so much wealth when in
reality they are improverished above all, Rime to feed the soul. When Jesus

was delivering relations we would remember the sermon on the mount.
He was speaking at this very point the lives of all his hearers ., He said, "

Do not be caught up in all of these insignificant things that become primary in
gour life. Do not thing about self, life, do not thing about food and raiment and
drink, But seek ye first the kingdom of God ....this is the primary thing

inlife. And all these other things will fall simply into place. Putting the emphasis
on the primary and letting that which is secondary remain in the back ground.

But we havn nt learned this even yet. All of us are caught up even now pursueing
that which is secondary and letting that which is primary lie untouched in the
recesses of our lives., comes and we haven't really learned
haow to live. That which we have fought for , that which we have lived for

when we have attained it has given so little satisfaction to our lifes.

Jesus said, "Don't be anxious about life. But today that which marks th elives

of most of us is the fact that we are aimious. There isan anxiety that meaches
deeply into our lives. affécting almost every aspect of our being., Sometime ago
a young man in Texas went on a rampage , and on the top of a tower from the
University of Texas took a toll of those walking casually by leaving them dead
upon the ground. All this is to extablish a cause, a motive for this horrible
thing. There were those who said, he was overworked., He was trying to do too
mi;uch., Sttess came into his life when he broke upaerthhe strain of it all.

But this is a story that is told .over and over again every day. Something sanpping
within a perxon because he has become so tense . with the problems of living.

So that a recent article representing the Americans Medical Association stated that
most than 50 % of the pwtients in hospitals today are there because of an illness
that had a psychosomatic beginning. ¥hat is not to say that the illness is simply
in the mind , iti®to say that that illness, as real a&s it may be did not have

a physical orgin but it had a mental orgin, We can become to tense about living,
so caught up in the anxiety of the day in which we live that we become physically
unable to go on, We break under the strain of it. We all know that our memtal
institutions today are receiving more and more per capifa. because of the time

in which we live and the heavy demands upon our lives., We should realize th n
Jesus was speaking about this very thing when he said not to get caught up in

the anxiety of living, and he said don't put too much importance upon mate rialism
We are to extablish in our cwn minds what it is that prompts us to work to the extent
that we do each day , what are we driving for perhaps we would have to admit

to ourselvecs it isn't because we need a new home omxkraxxx its because we need ani
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xWbat 2 nicer home, It isn't that we need a new automobile, its that we
Rix iy ki ihsdxweanecstt etk It isn't that we don't have clothes to wear, but our
clothers do dot measure up to the clothes that other people are wearing.

It isn't that we worhungry, but our taste are developing for more exotic doods
aadh ve are not satisfied with the commonplace. And so we drive ourselves

deeper and deeper into the objectives of getting etter and better things by which
we can become satisfied. Jesus said, "Don't think about clothing,

wallk legurely through the fikdds and look at the likes that are growing theee.
There not living out their lives }dbhe are-attired-in beauty; and yet God has

made them more beautiful #wdn than even the greatest in wealth., Even the

riches of King Solomon could provide for him, He said, don't think toco much

about what you are going to eat or drink Consider the birds as they fly through

the air, ., .they find food, they find drink they are not so preoccupied with

finding food and drink that they don't have time for else. And if God is this
gracious' towards the beasts of the fields ', the animals , the birds of the air,

the flowers that grow, how juch more gracious he is to his own children,

Yet our point of anxiety reaches into the pomnt of provide for ourselves

the very things that God gives in abundance., Jesus said, becoming amsious
about gre's life will not give him one bit of power in living, but it takes

away province. For which said, By thinkong and working who can

add one inch to his height. onone day to his life. Seek wefirst the primary things
the hyacenthes for the soul amhall these things will be added unto you.
When we talk about the improverished people of the world and develop economic
programs that are to eliviate the poverty that we see so many caught up in,

we have not wet the real problem that faces people.
That is the spiritual poverty of live ., Here is where we come to grips with the
real drama of life. God has opened various ways through which we can enter
into fellowship with him . These hyaclynths upon which we can feed and the
baytering thing about these doorways into abundant living they are really

the common place things in life are all about us if we will only bzcome conscious
of them. and take advantage of them.. One of these pathways to spiritual abundances
is friggndwhips with one another. It was no accident that when someone said

to Jesus What is the greatest commandment of them all? And he declared

a love for God! is the greatest commandment of all. Thou shalt love this

God with the totality of thy being. There will be no pimint at which you would
hold anything from him. Thus you have established this loyahty to God there is
one other commandment that is slightly less than the first.... and is the most
important of all others Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is a derth
of love in the world today....we need to take hold of the fact that we can grow

in communion with oneanother and build upon our fellowship with oneanother,

To discover new insights and shetcarm could never get alone. So often we

alienate ourselves frlom oneanother so that we become detrimental! rather than
uplifting to oneanot Q\ It is one of the secrets of the success of Jesus.

As he met people here was an empathy established that the people could

feel. Here is somebody who cares . And for a people who were living under

the hand of Rome, to find someone who could look into their hearts and welcome
was to catch the;m at the top of their greatest needs and wherewver he went
people flocked out argx in multitueles to hear him. When he came into *he presence
of someone who was sick he was compassionate towards that person and he
would lift up his hand and touch that person and hxswouxdkixkifkxmx make him whole,
H e would restore sight for the blind. hbpe for the hopeless, that's why they
sought him out, because he gave them a sence of ; nderstanding. and of love.



We need to love one/énother . Jesus said, how can you say you love
God when you don't love your fellow man, When you haven't even seen God
and yet you live with your fellow man$ and if you cannot lovedager with whom

you live how can you love one who you haven't even seen;@o Jesus ZREREXFOBCS
gkx said here is)&yplace to establish whether or not you love God. . .do you
love your fellow man? Ah, that great poem by Riley, to which the Queen through _.

which is my name written upon the book
No, it was not there. When said he, let it be said,that he loved his fellow man.
And on that when the book was opened low shis name was ahead of all the

rest, Here, is the way in which a man's love for God is determined. Does

he love his fellow man?

a worthy transition for your llfe.

is the point of all of our life to feel worthy of this and that is something else.

Is that for which we are giming all of our time and energies worthy of the cost

that it is making upon us. Objectives for which wegive all of out time , cur talents
our energy, but Jesus said, start by establishing first of all the kingdip of

God and the second thing And then there is a through which we

can enter into spiritual abundance . the beauty of God's creations. God wasted
himself when he created the world. He caused the little wood violets to grow and
bloom and waste themselves unseen. He caused & mountain stream to toulmbnle
down a mountain side w ithout one to stand nearby to hear its rumbling over smcks
to put his hand in the cold stream. Wasted since there is not anyone there to enjoy
it., A waste of God's love for peauty . He could have created

the worlddevoid of all of that which pleasures the human heart but here was the .
most aboundant expressimn of God's creation that we can find any place else.

It worries me to hear people complaining about the money that is put into the building
of beautiful churches. Someone will always look aipon a beautiful ediface and say
If all of this money were not wasted on a church building, think how much it would
do for helping the people of the world who are in need. We take that which the
soul feeds upon , translate it into that which the body feeds upon ,.;.\&o destroy
one of the most beautiful gifts of God., Rememberwaorkds of God whexx thamsx

in a more beautiful way ﬂ@han in the singing of the freact anthems of faithy k.
Setkimoxurrrxtie or looking upon the beautiful handiwork of God. My Father

was buried this past week. And as we sat there hearing the funeral oration

the minister said many comforting things, but there was nothing that was sgjuite so
comforting as #aat at the close of the service ythe organ burst forth in the great,
mighty strains “I Know That My Redeemer L1v1th Suddenly here was a conviction
that could be expressed in no other way. At christmas time when we thing of all
the beauties of the comlng of the Christ Chlld into the world, nothing expresses

it more beautifully than Handel's Me551ah But which of you have plucked a rose
and held it tlghtly\e\lool\ed into a daisy and felt the simple beauty that is there.

To fieed our soals upon the WIS and know God. And then finally there

is that faith in God that brings s};plrltua]bmatlg LtY Bw.%t that is exactly what we have
been talking about here everything else is muig %md)oa%; but there is just one
aspect of liwing a dynamic faith in God wi thout that faith, that trust, that oconficence
in God what ever we seek to do is but to noght. On,y upon the framework of

faith in God can all things be ordered. significant reality.

Qur souls are truely hungry, but we can't find them we can't find that

which will satisfy the inner need of man in any other place. Except in God.




