DATE: Fay 18, 1969
SUBJECT: "WEATHER VANES THAT DEFY THE WINDSY

Give me your imagination for Jjust a moment snd let me mold 1t into ¢
ridiculous scene, Two hamered, iron weather cocks perched scross =
weather vane, were there talking to one snother. And the one ssid

to the other "I'm fed up with the wind alweys turning me sround snd
pointing me in different directions. And I'm going to put 2 stop to it."
And with that he rusted himself to the weather vane snd never moved agsin,
The other weather cock answered, "But this 1s whet I wess made to do.,"

And with that, encompassed with a sense of pride in fulfilling his life,
he moved about sg the wind pleyed upon him. And as pesserbyers moved
below him and looked up et the weather cock, he sboke to everyone who
looked end he ssid, 'the wind is blowing in this direction.' The one
wee fulfilling the purpose for which he was made, the other was living

a lie,

Not let us root that imsginsry situstion and subject it into our own
lives here, Many of us sre willing for the will of God to menuver our
lives, while other of us defy the wlll of God snd purpose to do it our
own way. And 21l of humsnity ore divided into one of these two cemps.

A willingness to let the will snd the purpose of God manuver his life
so that it shell perform the deeds snd fulfill the purposes for which it
came into being. UWhile the other lives & lie, trying to estsblish his
own principles and purposes for l1life,

George likes to tell the story sbout a chelloist who played
constantly the seame note over and over ogoin, never changing thst note,
And while he sat with hls fellow chelloists they were moving their

fingers up and down the strings, first over one string snd then snother,
And he explained, you see they sre 21l searching for the right note, but
Itve glready found it., I know some people like that. They know the 4
enswers, they hove the way end if snybody else spproaches from a different
angle, entertsins snother viewpoint, has » different attitude; he's

21l wrong and helll always be wrong untilhe comes into the rutt where

I sm, 2nd follows me 25 I run sround in circles.

That is one of the things thot depresses me about Christisnity. Quite
frenkly Christisnity did not appeal to me as 2 child becruse I was re-
stricted to teke 2 null understanding of whst & religious life reslly

wes, It weg much later that I discovered an open world, where one sesrches
and find snd ptucks and clsshes =nd really crestes = Christiesn life,

It's not one string to be played over snd over sgeain but lt's meny strings
thet crestes the beautiful hermony. I 3o not believe thet o Christian has
to say to snother person, "I'm a Christisn.," And I'm a2lways cjust g little
weary of that person who hesg to bring God into his conversé&tion no matter
to whom he is telking. He ssid I'm msaking 2 Christisn witness, But I
dlecovered a long time ggo in meny different circumstances and 1lncidents
that 1t doesn't matter so much what e person seys from his lips, he can
prove it or digprove it in the next moment with the kind of life thot he
lives., 1 love my wife very deerly, but I haven't told her so in s long
time, But if she doesn't know it by the way that I trest her 2nd the
relationship that exists between us, she's not going to be convinced by
mearly saying to words., Too much 1s said about Christisnity while too
little is being done about Christisnity. The 1life is a meny splendored



-0

things, strings to be played upon from meny sngles, playing different
hymns from time to time, 1I!'d hate to sing hymns every day of my life,
I'd get so tired of them I'd never want to sing snother. OCccaeslonally,
I want to hear some good rock snd roll., Occasionally, I want to hear
Marshall music, There are times when even hillbilly music is # chsnge of
pace, I love music in every form snd somehow I feel thet thet is en
expression of mu love of God more than Jjust # singing of a2 hymn becsuse
it carries the title hymn., And herers an srea of explorstion in which
we heve not fully wentured in finding & full and mesningful life, But
at the seme time we must ceutiously approach those things which sre in
conflict with our religious fesith,.

Cne of these we are reminded of more then enything else and that is our
obsession with materisl things, I mentioned this one primarily becsuse
I'm firmly convinced, as was Christ, that nothing stends more solidly
between men snd God then his lust for meterial things, Jesus even went
so far ss to say that 1f is herder for s rich man to get into heaven =
than it is for a cemel to get through the eye of 2 needle, And we have
experienced in our own lives how o desire to sccufiulate things so often
crowd out the appetite for the more mesningful things thet sre not
meterislistic., That's where the danger of msterial things come in,

It's 2 matter of priority. We 511 dssire things that mske 1life com-
fortable and meaningful for us. We ought to do it. I would never went
to return to the good o0ld days when we did everything in the primitive
way., I'm glad we have scientist& coming up with new things everydsy

to make living easier and more pleasant, But we dare not let that have
first plesce, it must be a matter of priority. When a desire for msterial
things crowd out our R=xixemxfwrx sensitivity to spirituel things then it
becomes g grest handicap, a grest burden thet we sre forced to cearry.

Cccasionally my children will come home with & box of cracker jacks,

The design of this box hssn't chenged since I was o little boy., Here is
p little 124 in his sailor sult, crsmming cermel corn into his mouth

snd underneath are the words, 'the more you est,the more you want,'

Mors recently, there's = commerclal advertising potato chips saying 'I
dere youtto eat just one,! You see there's never a platesu of sstisfection
when we are simply working for mesterial things. No matter how far we
rise on that ladder of attainment, there is that much farther to go.
Somebody is always shead of us. And we forget the humble beginnings
where we ceme snd we think only in terms of where we are st the moment
snd out here where we went to get. So it becomes » viclous circle,
spending our things on the things that do not lesst, nor bring resl
happiness.

This morning as I prepared for coming to church,sI turned on the electric
stove and in just a few moments I had hot boiling coffee, I pushed down
the hendle of a toaster and in just a moment popped out a crisp, brown
piece of bread. I opened the refrigerator and poured a gless of cold
milk., All the while I wes listening to the radio., I rememberd that
when I ceme in yesterdsy, my wife had 2 carpet sweeper, sweeping the
floor making it clean., My dsughter was wsshing windown end she hsd e
pressurized cen and she just pressed the nozel and the spray eovered

the window and then she dust wiped it off., And I turned on the water
faucet and there was 2l1l the weter I wanted. DBut not one time did it
occur to me what was happening, I had taken it 211 forgotten, Hesd the
flow of the weter lessened becsuse someone turned on a faucet elsewhere,
I would heve become impstient., But I failed to realigze that my grond-
parents welked down to the bottom of s hill snd d@ropped 2 pail into »
water hole and pulled up = bucket of weater and eserried it back up to

the kitchen door. And if they bullt g fire, in order to cook the meal
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then it took a long time in oréer for it to get just to the right tem-
perature. And they had to go down to the spring house, for it would
spoil if it were kept satrroom tempersature, I211l turn on my sir condi-
tioning this sunmer just like I turned on my heat this winter, But I
remember my grendparents who froze on one side while they roasted on
the other before an open fire, Do you see whet I'm saying. No mestter
how far up the ladder of meterial possession you get you alweys come to
a level where you take what you've got for gresnted. And you're 2lways
trying to get more. When that happens there's no plesce fortthe resl
meaningful things in life,” The things thet bring resl joy end heppiness,
They are crowded out because we a2re trying to g2in meterisl things.

A few years sgo Time magezine had an interview with g few self-made
millionaires., AnAd this one thing wes discovered in esch of these and
that wes thet there wes an obcession to be a2 millionalre and they hed
gained it but they had tsken very little else on the journey that led
them there, Children grew up snd they didn't even know who their
father wes, One of the father's gaid, "Every year on my son's birthday
I give him an sfternoon." An involvement with others, 2n interplay
and interchange of ideas and emotions - thet's what life is about.

Not silver dollars thet clink in =2 copper, that's the most mesningless
possession thet any one of us can have, Becsuse its going to be gone
sometime, That obseccion to heave materisl possessions blinds us to
the res]l purposes of life. And he who is following the treil thet
leads only to that one setisfection within hils life, will early come
upon the reslization thet hig hsg become & stagnant life., That there
is very little worthwhile for him to live for.

I read s2bout & woman who died lesving sn estate, psrt of which was =2
closet or mesny closets filled with s thoussnd dresses. There's very
1ittle else to be said sgbout her except thet. But immedistely I remembered
2 men by the nsme of Willism Booth who had one suit of clothing. He
wes an Englishmen., One dsy was st Wesleysn Chapel in where
he was converted to Jesus Christ. He wented to become a minister, but
he didn't heve the educstionsl reguirements to become 2 minister in the
Methodist Church. But that didn't deter him, he got & uniform snd he
went down into the slums of the city 2nd he sterted helping people snd
he cslled it the Salvation Army. And the Salvetion Army hes become one
of the grestest organizetions in the world. Founded firmly upon the
concepts thet Christ teught by = man who owned one sult of clothes,
pathetically bere and worn,

One day o guerd stending insdde the chapel wss spprosched by =2 humble
negro dressed in 2 Salvetion Army uniform. And almost spologetically he
camerup to the guerd ond s2id I understend there is » merble teblet here
thet merks the place where Williem Booth wes converted. And the gusrd
pointed over to a particuler spot and ssid "Yes, it's over there.," So
the negro men said, "Is it slright if I go over there.,”" And the gusrd
said, "Of course." And with thet with slow &teps he stumbled over to
the plece where the marble tablet lay in the floor., And hesiteting for
just » moment he dropped down to his knees, he crossed his hends and he
dropped his fece upon it and the guard heard him mutter overagnd over
again, "Ch, Lord, do it egsin." "Ch, Lord, do it agsin." Well when we
are thinking sbout material things God just csn't break through to do it.
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Jesus said, "Life is not the sbundance of the things thet we possess."
Now we evaluate people quite liberally simply by enumersting their
possessions, the kind of house that he lives in, the kind of chothes
that he wesrs, the clubs to which he belongs, 211 of the things that
mark prosperity. And we're so intent upon this aspect of their lives
that we sre willing to sccept this =5 the face value of the person. But
thet's not the person at ®wll, you cen teke 2 begger up out of the gstreets
who doesn't even know how to write his name, you can glve him o clesn
shave and put on him sn expsnsive euit ond put him in sn expenseive csar
and he'll look Jjust like snyone of the thousands of others who have this
2s their one objectlive in life, When somebody has got it on the inside,
beggers clothes are rich,uniforms cennot chsnge the nature of that man .

Life is an expsnsion of the spiritusl self with limits, And that's what
Christisnity is =ll sbout =2nd in escence thest's all thet Christ tsught.
In brief that is Christianity in s nut shell. The expsnsion of the true
self to its fullest extremes. That can be schieved one - by srworthy
smbition, 2 specific goal to which wpur life is glven. A person who has
not =2sked himself, wheat is my life whorth snd whet am I living for is
Juvenile in his approach to life he doesn't have sny mature concept of
what life reslly meens. Howerd Luffick said that children =re teught
eerly in childhood to sey the prsyer, "Now I lay me down to sleep." And
he s2id I've met people in their 20ties and their 40ties snd their 6é0ties
who still have put themselves to gleep snd heve never swakened. There
must be a worthy esmbition, something worth giving your life for. Jesus
said, "If your not willing to give your 1life for me then you sre not
worthy to be my disciple." He wasn't ssking a2 hard price, he wss being
realistic. Becsuse 2 man's life must be messured by the willingness of
what he will do with his life to atkein what he is seeking. And a worthy
embition lies at the heart of sny pilgrimsge thset would lead us to God.
Whet will you do with your lif e?

Ch, the principle sbout materialism is expressed here on the streets of
Getlinburg when you see hippies who sre snnouncing by their way of life
that they =2re denocuncing everything meteriaslistic, we sre looking for the
spiritual. But then they are not those productive members of soclety

who sre trying to echieve s worthy goel, they esre fluctueting between
reslity and unreslity, A rejection of one thing without finding in its
place something worth giving ite life for. Productive members of soclety
are those members who hsve found something which will give them » grip
which will drive them relentlessly, which will keep them ever in the
direction of s worthy goal. thet is estsblished firmly in his mind.

Glen Clark told about teking 2 trein ride » few yesrs sgo. He found his
sest compenion to be =2 very joviel end friendly fellow, so they fell in
conversation., And he discovered that Glen Clasrk was » minister end with
that he begen to talk sbout his own spiritusl life, He said early in my
youth I was determined theot I was going to go as far up the economic ladder
as any man could go. I wented to have end I geve myself simgle-mindledly
to that one thing. One dey under the stress and the pressures of it =11,
I had o breskdown snd I was put into 2 hospitel. I was walking on the
grounds of thet mmm=kxxy senitorium .one dsy snd there was = boat moured
on the leke snd I decided thet I would go out and spend some time on the
water. And he grew tired ss the sfternoon grew on snd he fell asleep

and he drifted wey out upontthe sea., When he swakened everything wes derk
about,the sters were shining, but he was lost. There were meny miles
elong the shore »néd he didn't know in which direction to go., Then in his
penic suddenly he remembered the north ster snd so he sesrched until he
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found it end using that =2s a2 guide he found his wey beck to the shore,

And he wss safely beack in his room, He ssid, "That impressed me." I

sald to myself meybe thet's whet is wrong with my life, I said meybe thet's
why I'm in this sanitorium because I°'ve been out upon = ses because I've
been going asround without any goszl without sony purpose in life, I've
gotten confused. And with that he determined thet his 1life would be

cast for something theat was worth living for. He regsined his heslth,

went back into the business that he had been in, beceme 2 great induetrislist
success moved in from every direction. He wasn't even sesrching for it,

it come, And then hs he left he hended Glen Clark & ceard end s»id,"If
you're ever in my city I went you to contect me." He glanced =t the csard
and immedistely he recognized the nsme becsuse he had hesrd of the
industrislist who tsught in that city what wss reportedly the lsrgest
ment's Bible clsss in the world., No plece for God. There's no plece
without God, We must have =2 worthy smbition., We must heve open and
growing lives constantly.

Thereis no need for anybody who hesg » clogsed mind. Spsre me the time
wasted in the compeny of someone who hes stopped growing. We need to
grow mentelly, It distresses me some of the litersture thet is on the
merket todsy, not becsuse of the low level of the meterisl but because
of the energy that the man has wested upon such trivel when there's so
much thet's besutifuland dynamic to be subjected into the mind. The
same thing can be said of the compsnlions we keep, I mede this statement
one time previously in & sermon in this church three years sgo., At the
clogt of the service there wes o card on the back of it =»nd it said,
"This is the most unchristisn sermon 1've ever listene& to,'" DBecsuse

I h~ad s=id, "Be cereful with whom you spend your time." "Choose well
your compsangons." This person went on to write, "Jesus spent his time
with spendters, prostitutes, others." But you see what that person
failed to see was thet Jesus had an interest in prostitutes =2nd publicens
but they were not his companions, He wee in the compenionship of thoge
like-minded with whom he could grow snd shere, Therets » difference
between being concerned with some person =nd giving =2 portion of your
time to them and being in constent compansionship with them. The
compsnions who make up your life ought to be those persons with whom
there cen e on interplesy, on interchage of idess so thet both of you
will be enriched rather then being in the compsny of those who dull the
edge of your growing mind and your meture experienee, You casn pretty
well depend upon the 0ld sdage, that » men cen be evelusted by the comp=ny
he keeps. Whether it's in resding = book or 2 compsnion on the highwsy.
There needs to be » gtimuletion of the highest order. Becsuse time is
too precious to be used upon the frivilous. Money csn be regained once
its lost, but = lost minute cen never be recsptured. The hours and the
deys that sre wested upon trivels are eterns1lly gone,

The third thing ls simply this. Committment to God., I don't know of

any minister who could be considered more brosd minded than I, And I

know its been a metter of concern to many people who see my brosdmindedness
and wonder how I csn teke the stence of s minister and yet be so

emineble to other things that seem to be inconsistent. I'm not =2lweys
herping on individual feults thrt people ought to avoid, the douts of
life, TI'm not concerned with that I'm concerned with the vitsl forces

that drive =2 mean in the direction thet he ought to gol Simply beceuse
there's #sn insecible desgsire to be there snd not = check list of the

things that a msn ought not - - -



