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SUBJECT: 11WEA.THER VANES THAT DEFY THE WINDS" 

Give me your imaginetrr.,on for just a moment end let me mold it into e 
ridiculous scene. Two hemerea , iron weather cocks perched i::i cross F.t 

weather va.ne, were there talking to one Another. Ana the one said 
to the other 11 I •m fed up with the wind a.lweys turning me erouna ena 
pointing me in different airections. Ana I'm goin~ to put e. stop to it." 
And with that he rusted himself to the weether vane ena never moved !3c!'.P.in. 
The other weath~r cock answered, "But this is whPt I WRS made to ao. 11 

Ana with that, encompassed with a sense of priae in fulfilling his life, 
he movea ebout es the wi:na pleyea upon him. And es pesserbyers moved 
below him And looked up et the we1:1ther cock, he spoke to everyone who 
looked ~rna he se id, 'the wine! is blowing in this a irection. ' The one 
WAS fulfillin~ the purpose for which he was mare, the other was living 
F-t lie. 

Not let us root that imA~insry situetion end subject it into our own 
lives here. Mi:3ny of us Fire willing for the will of God to menuver our 
lives, while other of us defy the will of Goe ,:ina purpose to co it our 
own way. And ell of humAnity ere divided into one of these two cemps. 
A willingness to let the will end the purpose of Goa m~nuver his life 
so that it shell perform the aeeas end fulfill the purposes for which it 
ceme into being. While the other lives a lie, trying .to esteblish his 
own principles and purposes for life. 

George _____ likes to tell the story ebout a chelloist who played 
constR.ntly the sAme note over e.nd over ege in, :never chantr;in~ thP,t note. 
And while he se.t with his fellow chelloists they were movin~ their 
fint:r.ers up e.ncl down the strinF.:s, first over one string e.nd then Frnother. 
Ana he explain ea, you see they ere e.11 sei=irchin~ for the ri~ht note, but 
I've elree.dy found it. I know some people like that. They know the 
enswers, they hpve the wey end if ~nybody else P.pproi=iches from a different 
angle, entertains enother viewpoint, hafl Fl cHfferent attitude; he's 
F.111 wrong a.na he111 A.lways be wrong untilhe comes into the rutt where 
I em. ena follows me es I run erouna in circles. 

That is one of the thinp;s thi=it depresses me about Christienity. Quite 
frenkly Ch:ristiPni ty a id not appet:tl t.o me as f? child becPuse I we.s re­
stricted to ti=ike P null una erstB.ncl ing of whet e religious life rep lly. 
w~s. It wes much later that I discoY·ered An open world, where one se.i:irches 
encl find end plucks end cleshes Pncl really create~ P- Christien life. 
It's not one string to be played over And over PgPin but it's mpny strings 
thPt creetes the beautiful hprmony. I ao not believe thP-t A Christia.n hss 
to say to enother person, "I'm ,=i Christian." And I'm ~lweys 0just e little 
weary of that person who hes to bring God into his conversation no matter 
to whom he is talking. He ss1a I•m makin~ ~ Christian witness. But I 
discovered a lon~ time ego in mPny oifferent circumst~nces end incidents 
that it doesn't matter so much what e person seys from his lips, he can 
prove it or disprove it in the next moment with the kind of life thr:>t he 
lives. I love my wife very deerly, but I haven't told her so in P lon~ 
time. But if she doesn't know it by tha way th~.t I trest her end the 
relationship thet exists between us, she's not ~oin~ to be convinced by 
mea.rly sayin~ to words. Too much is said A. bout Christia.ni ty while too 
11 ttle is bein~ done about Christi?ni ty. The life is a. many splendored 
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things, strings to be pleyed upon from me.ny angles, pla.ying different 
hymns from time to time. I 1 a h1=1te to sing hymns every day of my life, 
I'd get so tirea of them I'd never want to sing sinother. Occssiona.lly, 
I want to hear some good rock ena roll. Occasionally, I want to hear 
Marshall music. There are times when even hillbilly music is e chen,!;e of 
pAce. I love music in every form e.nd somehow I feel thet the,t is en 
expression of mu love of Goa more than just e singing of a hymn because 
it carries the title hymn. An.a here's an eree. of exploretion in which 
we he.ve not fully ventured in finding e full ana meenin~ful life. But 
Fit the se.me time we must ceutiously epproAch those thin~s which ere in 
conflict with our religious fPith. 

One of these we are reminded of more then ~nything else ana that is our 
obsession with materiel thin~s. I mentioned this one primarily bec,;1use 
I 1 m firmly convinced, as wa.s Christ, that nothing stenas more solidly 
between men e.na God then his lust for material thin~s. Jesus even went 
so fAr es to say that it is hBrd er for a rich m13n to get into heaven -:i 

tha.n it is for e. camel to get throu~h the eye of e. needle. And we hAve 
experienced in our own lives how~ desire to accumulate thintss so often 
crowd out the appetite for the more meeningful thin~s tha.t 111re not 
materielistic. That 1 s where the danger of ma.teria.l things come in. 
It 1 s a matter of priority. We ell desire things that m~ke life com­
fortable and meemingful for us. We ought to do it. I would never want 
to return to the good old days when we did everything in the primitive 
way. I 1 m glacl we have scientists: comin~ up with new things everyde.y 
to make 11 ving easier end more pleess.nt. But we di::ire not let tha.t heve 
first pl:;:ice, it must be a metter pf priority. When a. a esir:e for ma,terie.l 
things crowd out our m~x±xExiMxx sensitivity to spiritual things then it 
becomes e. ~rest handica.p, a greet burden thi=.it we are forced to cerry. 

Cccasionelly my children will come home withe box of cracker jecks. 
The aesign of this box hesn 1 t chPnged since I was P little boy. Here is 
,::i little lt:1d in his sailor suit, cri:Jmming cermel corn into his mouth 
end una erneath a.re the wora s, r the more you eP.1t, the more you want.' 
Mo~ recently, there's P- commercial advertising pota.to chips sa,ying I I 
c'iAre yout;to eat just one.' You see there's never a pla.teeu of setisfe.ction 
when we a.re simply working for m1=1teria.l things. No matter how far we 
rise on that ladder of attF.iinment , there is that much farther to go. 
Somebody is always ahead of us. And we forget the humble be~innings 
where we ceme end we think only in terms of where we are et the moment 
a.na out here where we w,=,nt to get. So it becomes P vicious circle, 
spendin~ our things on the thin~s thet do not lest, nor bring real 
happiness. 

This morning as I prepared for coming to church,GI turned on the electric 
stove and in just a few moments I had hot boiling coffee. I pushed down 
the hena le of e toaster a.na in just a moment popped out a crisp, brown 
piece of bread. I opened the re~rigerAtor ana poured a. gle.ss of cold 
milk. All the while I wes listening to the re.die. I rememberd that 
when I C8me in yesterday, my wife had e carpet sweeper, sweeping the 
floor meking it clean. My deughter was weshing windown i:;,nd she hPd E'l 

pressurized csn e.nd she just pressed the nozel end the spray ooverea 
the window a.nd then she gust wiped it off. And I turned on the water 
f,::iucet and there we.s e.11 the W8ter I want ea. But not one time a id it 
occur to me what was happening. I had tAken it e.11 forgotten. HPd the 
flow of the weter lessened becsuse someone turned on a faucet elsewhere, 
I would heve become impetient. But I f~.iled to realize thet m~ grPnd­
parents w,i:,lked down to the bottom of e hill And d?loppea e. pail into e 
wi:iter hole ana pulled up e bucket of wpter 1:1.nd earried it b8ck up to 
the kitchen door. And if they built a fire, in order to cook the meal 
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then it took a long time in oreer for it to ~et just to the right tem­
pere.ture. And they had to go down to the sprin~ house, for it would 
spoil if it were kept att·room temperAture. I~!ll turn on my eir condi­
tioning this summer just like I turnea on my heat this winter. But I 
remember my grPndp~rents who froze on one side while they roasted on 
the other before en open fire. Do ~ou see whPt I'm sAying. No metter 
how f:3.r up the ledder of mete:rial possession you get you alwPys come to 
a level where you te.ke what you've got for grented. .Ana you' re F.l.lways 
trying to get more. When thflt heppens there's no plAce fortbhe ree.l 
meaningful things in life.- The things thPt bring rePl joy and heppiness. 
They are crowded out beca.use we ~.re try:1ng to g?.in m?teriel things. 

A few years ego Time mage.zine ha.cl An interview with e few self-m?c'le 
millionaires. And this one thing WP.s discovered in eech of these Find 
that wes that there we.s F.ln obcession to be 13. millioneire and they hPd 
ge.ined it but they ha.a te.ken very little else on the journey thet led 
them there. Children grew up snd they didn't even know who their 
father wes. One of the father's said, "Every yeHr on my son's birthday 
I give him e.n efternoon." An involvement with others, Pn interplay 
e.nd interchange of ideas and emotions - the.t' s whRt life is aboµt. 
Not silver dollars th~t clink in? copper, that's the most mep,ningless 
possession th~t any one of us cen have. Beceuse its going to be gone 
sometime. Th~t obseccion to hpve materhil possessions blinds us to 
the real purposes of life. And he who is following the trPil thPt 
lel:'lds only to that one sPtisfection within Flis life, will eP.rly come 
upon the reA.lization thPt his hFis become P stHgnant life. ThAt there 
is very little worthwhile for him to live for. 

I rePd About a wom.8n who died leAving pn estAte, pi=irt of which was A 

closet or mpny closets filled with P thousBnrl dresses. There's very 
little else to be said ebout her except thAt. But immediAtely I remembered 

A mpn by the nAme of Willi:;im Booth who hs=td one suit of clothing. He 
WPS ~n EnglishmPn. One dAy was At Weslay1=m Chapel in ---,--...-- where 
he w,=is converted to Jesus Christ. He wPnted to become a minister, but 
he a idn I t h13ve the eaucetmonP.l requirements to become P minister in the 
Methooist Church. But that didn't deter him, he got e uniform P.nd he 
went down into the slums of the city i=ind he stPrted helping people Rna 
he CRllea it the SalvAtion .Army. And the Si:ilvi:otion Army hPs become one 
of the greAtest orgAnizPtions in the world. Founded firmly upon the 
concepts thot Christ tRught by P men who ownea one suit of clothes, 
PAtheticelly bAre And worn. 

One dAy A guera stAnding ins~de the chApel w~s ~ppro8ched by P. humble 
nee;ro dressed in? SalvPtion Army uniform. And almost 8POlogeticAlly he 
came1°up to the guPrd Pnd sAi a I understend there is :=i mArble tF,lblet here 
thAt mRrks the place where Williem Booth WP S converted. And the guRrd 
pointed over to P pP.rticul,=,r spot and se id "Yes, it's over there." So 
the negro men said, "Is it F1lright if I go over there." And the gut=lrd 
s8.id, 11 0f course." And with thet with slow steps he stumbled over to 
the plgce where the mBrble tablet ley in the floor. And hestteting for 
just A moment he dropped down to his knees, he crossed his hends Rnd he 
dropped his fFJce upon 1 t and the guard hea r d him mutter overele.nd over 
again, "Oh, Lord, do it P-g~in. 11 "Oh, Lore, do it agAin." Well when we 
are thinking ~bout material things Goa jus t cen't breBk through to do it. 
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Jesus said, "Life is not the F.1bunaance of the things thBt we possess." 
Now we eve.luate people quite liberally simply by e:numeretin~ their 
possessions, the kind of house that he lives in, the kind of clliothes 
that he weers, the clubs to which he belongs, ell of the things the.t 
merk prosperity. And we're so intent upon this Aspect of their lives 
th,9t we e.re willin~ to i:lCCept this RS the face v1:1lue of the person. But 
thet's not the person at wll, you cAn tpke ~ beg~er up out of the streets 
who doesn't even know how to write his name, you can give him 9 cleAn 
shAve end put on him An expensive sui't Pna put him in Rn expenseive car 
And he'll look just like ~nyone of the thousands of others who hAve this 
es their one objective in life. When somebody has got it on the inside, 
bep:gers clothes are rich,uniforms cPnnot ch,:in~e the nature of that mfln. 

Life is en expRnsion of the spirituAl self with limits. And that's wha.t 
ChristiPni ty i.s ~11 ebout Pnd in escence thPt' s all th~t Christ tgu~ht. 
In brief th~t is Christienity in~ nut shell. The expRnsion of the true 
self to its fullest extremes. Th~t CFln be achieved one - by PTWorthy 
9mbition, A specific goel to which w~r life is given. A person who hFls 
not Psked himself, whPt is my life whorth ~na wh~t Rm I living for is 
juvenile in his appro~ch to life he doesn't have Any m~ture concept of 
whRt life re,:;illy meens. How1:1rd Luffick seid that children Pre ti=iught 
eerly in childhood to SPY the pre.yer, "Now I lay me down to sleep." Ano 
he said I•ve met people in their ?Oties and their 40ties end their 60ties 
who still ha.ve put themselves to sleep end heve never PWakenea. There 
must be a worthy ambition, something worth ~iving your life for. Jesus 
said, "If your not willing to give your life for me then you are not 
worthy to be my disciple." He wa.sn 1 t ;:isking F.I herd price, he wes being 
realistic. Beceuse P men's life must be measured by the willing:ness of 
what he will do with his life to ,gttein what he is seeking. Ana a worthy 
embi tion lies At the heert of .i:iny pilgrimPge thet would Jee.a us to God. 
What will you do with your life? 

Oh, the principle e.bout mBteriAlism is expressed here on the streets of 
G1:>tlinburg when you see hippies who pre Announcing by their way of life 
th~t they pre denouncing everything mP.terielistic, we Pre looking for the 
spirituF1l. But then they ere not those productive members of society 
who 1=1re trying to t:ichieve e worthy E(Ol?l, they i:>re fluctui=1ting between 
re~lity; end unrePlity. A rejection of one thing without finding in its 
place something worth giving its life for. Productive members of society 
9re those members who hpve found something which will give them P grip 
which will drive them relentlessly, which will keep them ever in the 
direction of l=l worthy goPl. th~t is est$:!blished firmly in his mind. 

Glen ClArk told P.bout teking P trein ride P few yeP-rs pgo. He found his 
sept compAnion to be p very joviel end friendly fellow, so they fell in 
convers1.=ition. Ana he discovered that Glen Cla,rk WPS e minister Pnd with 
that he begen to talk ebout his own spirituPl life. He said early in my 
youth I WF.lS determined thot I wa.s going to go PS fpr up the_ economic ladder 
es .eny m13.n could go. I wented to have end ._ I geve myself simgle-mindledly 
to that one thing. One dAY under the strees a.nd the pressures of it all, 
I had e brepkdown !=3nd I was put into P. hospit>?.1. I was w::ilking on the 
grounds of thet gn,:~tx:x:;1: senitorium _.one dey F.ind there wes A boP.t moured 
on the lake p.nd I decided thPt I would go out and spend some time on the 
water. And he grew tired as the efternoon ~rew on And he fell Fisleep 
and he drifted wp,y out upontthe see. .. !flhen he F1Wakened everyt}tl.ng wps derk 
about,the sters were shining, but he was lost. There were mPny miles 
Blong the shore ~nd he didn't know in which direction to go. Then in his 
p!=!nic suddenly he remembered the north stFir P.nd so he seerched until he 
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found it end using the.t 8S a guide he found mis wey beck to the shore. 
And. he wes sefely bF.1ck in his room. He seid, "Tha.t impressed me." I 
said to myself meybe thst's whet is wrong with my life, I said me.ybe th~t's 
why I'm in this sa.nitorium becF1use I·ve been out upon P see becf!use I've 
been goin~ i=iround without Finy ·~o~l without Pny purpose in life. I 1 ve 
gotten confused. And with that he determined th8t his life would be 
cast for something that was worth living for. He regained his heelth, 
went back into the business that he h.i:id been in, becP.me P great industrie.list 
success moved in from every direction. He wasn't even seerching for it, 
it c.~me . .And then ae he left he h,:mded Glen Clarke cE\rd Pnd s,=iid, 11 If 
you 1 re ever in my city I wnnt you to contPct me." He glanced r->t the cr-ird 
pnd immediP.tely he recognized hhe nPme becPuse he hea he~rd of the 
industriP.list who teught in that city whpt wes reportedly the lPrgest 
men's Bible clpss in the world. No plPce for Goa. There's no plece 
without Goa. We must hpve P worthy ambition. We must hPve open and 
growing lives constAntly. 

Therels no need for enybody who hRs 8 closed mind. Spare me the time 
WRsted in the comps.ny of someone who hAs stopped growing. We need to 
grow mentAlly. It distresses me some of the literPture thPt is on the 
m&rket todey, not becBUse of the low level of the materiel but because 
of the energy thBt the man hF.1s WPsted upon such trivPl when th1:?re 1 s so 
much thet' s besutiful1,rnd dynamic to b~ subjected into the mind. The 
same thing CF.In be said of the compenio:ns we keep. I mede this stetement 
one time previously in e sermon in this church three years ego. At the 
clost of the service there WPS e ci=ird on the bAck of it .!':>na it said, 
"This is the most unchristiBn sermon I 1ve ever listened to." Bec1=1use 
I h~d SP.id, "Be cereful with whom you spend your time." "Choose well 
your comp:::inaons." This person went on to write, "31"'sus spent his time 
with spensters, prostitutes, others. 11 But you see wh1=1t th.At person 
feiled to see was thet Jesus hed :::in interest in prostitutes 8nd publicPns 
but they were not his companions. He wi=is in the comp?.nionship of those 
like-minded with whom he could grow end shP.re. Therets !:' difference 
between being concerned with some person Pnd giving P. portion of your 
time to them And being in constfmt compa.nsionship with them. The 
comp~nions who make up your life ought to be those persons with whom 
there cpn ee i:,n interpley, en interchage of idePs so th!:>t both of you 
will be enriched rP.ther th8n being in the comppny of those who dull the 
edge of your growinp; mind i:ind your mPture experienee. You Cf:'tn pretty 
well a epend upon the old PdPge, that P mF.1n CPn be eVP.lUPted by the compi:iny 
he keeps. Whether it's in rePding P book or? compPnion on the lilighw,::iy. 
There needs to be P stimulPtion of the highest order. BecPUse time is 
too pr~cious to be used upon the frivilous. Money cpn be re~ained once 
its lost, but P lost minute CPn never be recPptured. The hours And the 
dpys that Pre W8sted upon trivels are eterrn:;lly ~one. 

The third thing is simply this. Committment to God. I don't know of 
any minister who could be considered more bro,::id minded than I. Ana I 
know its been a mstter of concern to many people who see my bropdmindedness 
Hnd wonder how I cpn tP..ke the stpnce of 1=1 minister end yet be so 
P.minAble to other things that seem to be inconsistent. I•m not Plweys 
hPrping on individu8l fpults thrt people ought to ,::1void, the douts of 
life. I 1m not concerned with that I'm concerned with the vitRl forces 
that drive P m~n in the direction thPt he ought to gol Simply becPuse 
there's Pil insPcihle desire to be there end not P check list of the 
things thRt a mAn ought not - - -


