CATE: Mey 17, 1970
SUBJECT: "THE MORNING IT RAINED FIRE"

God, we don't believe in him no more. Mark Conally who wrote the delightrful
folk concept of the rursl, southern interpretstion of the scripture, "Green
Pastures" accounted one occasion when God had become so involved with the
effairs of heaven, thet for a2 time he had negleécted his creation here on
earth, 8o, musing to himself one day, suddenly he celled Gebriel into his
office and he sald, "Gebriel, I went you take over here for swhile, I'm
going down to earth snd check on my children there and see how they sre
getting along.," S0 with that God stepped out of hesven snd came beck to
earth, And what he saw, he couldn't believe, These couldn't have been

the same children who loved him and sdored him so much in the past. There
wes no evidence anywhere of any awsreness of God. It wes the sabbsth dsy =-
end no evidence of worship, no one csught up in guietness and meditation.
It was almost as though a carnival was going st full blast. Everywhere

he went people were involved, csught-up in frivilous things, no one resting
for a moment to gccess their spiritual needs. He came upon a couple making
love and tapping them on the shoulder end seid "What do you think your
doing? Why seren't you at church?" And the young men straightened to

his full height and said "What sre you an old prescher msn, snyway, we
don't go to church no more." And God tsken sback by this attitude re-
covering himself, =g2id, "Well, what about God, gren't you affraid he'll
punish you for this kind of living." And with that this lanky fellow
looked ot his girl and beck at God and lsughaé, "God we don't believe in
him no more,"

A lot of people dont't believe in God no more, We 2lweys head atheists,
those who by some level of intellect have come to the conclusion thet God
does not exist., They've slways been in the minority asnd somehbw we can
recpect them for their views, simply becsosuse they sre open snd frenk sbout
their concepts. Though no one has yet come up with any smount of ressoning
that would set them apart ss intellectuslly capable of dismissing the
reslity of God, And then there are the diests who =ay that God did exist
in the beginning to creste the world, to put it all into action and once
that wes done he stepped apart and left the world to itself. So in that
sense God is not in communication with hls creatures snd therefore, doesnt't
exist as far 28 our needs are concerned. There are the recent radicelists
that say thet God just up and died, He was but he 2in't no more, And

then there's thet vest multitude who don't give it a thought. God, we
don't care,

But never hes there been a need for God greater than the need today.

For some spiritusl and eternsl interpretstion of the affisrs that has so
torn us apart, ripped us into smell groups, polarized us into entities
apert from one anothers. Never haes there been s need to see the wholeness
in 211 of the vast fiscures of social, politicsel and economic life acg

we hove in the world todsy. Somehow if we could erect an image of God
thet men could look upon today and see and reslize thet there would be
thet cementing ideelism and steture thet could embrace a2ll men together
into the one world we go desparstely need, We're failing on this account
simply because we don't know how to talk to God., Ve live as though he
doesn't exist.
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Theologisn, Licke Castarki said when Christisnity removes the reality

of the holy spirit from fitself, it degenerstes it degenerstes into e
futileshimenistic search for goodness. John Wesleyan's entire experience
and concept of the church wegs built upon the holy spirit, present, evident
in the lives of everyone who embraces it. He spoke of that conversstion
with God thst took plsce within the depth of a person's being. That
evidence and reality that no man csn deny becsuse of a comprehension that
is uniquely his own, sn experience thet cehnnot be matched outside himself,
Wesley put 1s go simply in thes words, 'the spirit of God hss born witness
with our gpirit.' There 1s the encounter of God with man, through the
holy epirit,

Werre offraid of the holy spirit. Not becsuse of whet we fesar the holy
spirit might do. But, primérily becauge of the constations thet have been
put upon the holy spifit in times past. Splinter religious groups ususlly
begin with 2 clsim that they have a unique relationship with the holy
spirit. And 1t finds such outlets 25 telking in tongues, the handling of
gnekes, the drinking of poisons snd the walking over live cosls without
any physicsl effect. Out fethers in rursl sress of this country going

to revival meetings oftentimes would shout under experienced feelings of
joy thet were not attributable to =snything that they've experienced before
and they would alwsays claim thet they were csught up in the rapture of

the holy spliiit. Because of this one conotetion that meny of us have put
upon the holy spirit, meny of us shove if off into 2 derk corner, dresding
that someone might reserect it snd meke us feel just a little uncomfortable
and for whet it sbesnds for. Yet we foil to reslize that the holy spirit
and what it stands for csn be as intellectuslly sssuring ss emotionally.
There's evidence of the rerslity of God g5 expressed by the holy spirit
throughout 211 scripture. It's implicit in the old testament.

The Bible begins easily by saying tht while there wes void in all that
the spirit of God hovered sbove, MNen set apart from prophecy would
address the masses of people who ceme to hesr them spesk and to credsnce
to what they were about to say,they would recount snd the spirit of God
cam upon them,

Therets an understanding of the spirit of God in the 01ld Testsment thet
somehow eludes us, we're not gquite sure what this spirit wes yet we do
know thet the writer comprehended the nature of God in this wey thet they
expressed over snd over sgein, But if the Hold Spirit is impliecit in
the 01d Tegtsment, it's explicit in the New, There's no guestion but
thet the entire concept of man's relationship with God is buillt around
bhe presence of God as we have expressed it thvough the Hold Spirit.

It surrounded the work of Christ, it undergirded the work of 211l the
apostles, Jesus spoke freguently sbout it. And the concept of the
Trinity that is embraced by 11l ma jor denominstions is built upon this
understending of the nature of God that we heve let to fall in this use
in go much of our spiritusl experience,

Mosgst of us believe in God, We cen't help but believe in God 1f we were

not brought into o spiritusl reletionship with him simply by an spprehension
of 211 creation. That the rain falls »nd the sun shines snd out of the
ez2rth comes life, And with esch sesson in its regulsrity comes the

fruit end then the derth of winter and then the renewsl 65 spring., Ve
understand some intellect back of our universe to bring such a man into
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beling and to endow him with the power thsat we exhibit in our desy by dey
living. Who cen account for zny of this, except from God. ¥We believe

in Christ. We're just coming out of the season of Eagter Tide when we
celebrated his life, his resurrection snd then his ascension, Every yesr
at Christmes time we we proclaim with the gled angels of old, pesce on
earth,good ,will to man becsuse of the birth of the son of God., How

we repest in our hesrts in the time of lonliness when we feel thet the
world hes forgotten us and we stand 211 slone, with such power and feeling
come the words, t'for God so loved the world that he gesve his only begotten
son,' He's on historical figure. Ersse any other conotetions from Christ
and you cennot doubt that he lived. Though there may be verious inter-
pretations of the role th-t Christ played, we belive in Christ. But the
Holy Spirit, then we get uncomforteble, Ve become fesrful thet demsnds
sre golng to be made upon us here thet we don't want to f-ce up to.

Werd rather it just be forgotten, snd go on our wey. But herets the link,
Here is where Christ with 2 promise, When the days of hig esrthly
ministry were coming to sn erii he brought hls disciples together and he
gaid, "It is necessery that I le-~ve you now, I cen't be with you eny
longer, but be agsured of this a comforter will come 2nd he will empower
you with power, He will bring fulfillment and meaning to everything thst
is left unattended and unfinished." And the promise of the coming of the
Holy Spirit was the culminstion of everythling thet had been desired in
Chrigt and left unfullfidled beczuge of the sbruptness of the close of

his ministry. And then the disciples were left after Christ had dismicssed
himself from themn, when ther for = moment he wes and then
no longer wss there, They remembered the words with which he had chsrged
them, "Remain here in Jerasaulem until the Holy Spirit comes.," And so they
ddd, FIf we could follow there experiences day by dsy snd hour by hour
we would find & group that was still looking for some way to go, some
directinn, They were just waiting. They weren't about to do much ot all.
Pos=sibly remembering to one another some of the experience that they k&
hed with Christ but there was no moving out, no sttempting to bring into
play any of the things that Christ hsad asked them to do. They were just
wailting., Something wes missing in their lives, They had known Christ.
They had loved Christ, But they were without purpose. They were without
power, without understanding.

Now Jerssaulem wes weg gll sfflutier agplin like it wes on Passover when
Jesus had been srrested snd crucified, pilgrims hed converged once agsin
upon the city of Jerassulem, becsuse now it wes the festivel of Penecost.
It was to be the fesgt of the first fruits and all the Jews ceme back

to their city to celebrste this great holy dsy of their church, And then
suddenly fire rsained out from hesven, That's the wey Luke described it.

A wind blew and bons of flre seemed to be guspened over their heads ~nd
suddenly with one great swope there wss the power =2nd the understsnding
thetfulfilment that Jesus head promiged., And esch one rose to his full
height spirituslly on thsat dey. To be céiebr=ted on this day and centuries
to come as the day of Penecost when God opened the very psrsment of hesven
and poured down the very power of his presence,ot Penecost., And the Holy
Spirit,says the scriptures,came upon them.

Peul has an awfully lot to say sbout the Holy Spirit. But he sayd when
the Holy Spirit is present there are certsin fruits to be detected in a
persons life, who embraces the Holy Spirit. Jesus telked = lot sbout
trees snd the fruit that they bore. He se2id a bed tree could not produce
good fruit and o good tree could not produce bad fruit, Thest the fruit
reflected the kind of tree that it was. And so Paul took that same
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concept of life 2nd he ssid thet when » tree 1s filled with the holy
spirit then there are fruits thet come to 2 form thet cen be experienced
and be identified., The first of these he =said is love,

No subject perhaps hss been written sbout, talked sbout, sung sbout in
recent days end years more than love, If we are to understemd any of

our youthful demonstrators sgeinst the kind of coclety that we heve todsy
1t 1s their attempt to bring love into the experience of the community.
But the resl meaning of love is not go often that which can be essily
interpreted by song and by the writing of s pen, but love is much deeper
than that. Nothlng beging to reach the understanding of high love then
vhat Peul wrote in the 13 chepter of Corinthians, Anyone who can

messure up to that understanding of love hes very left in his life to

be desired. Here is life that is most unselfish ot its best, And this

is the kind of love that is promised by the haly spirit. So mesny lost
today in a2 society that does not accept them., If we are to believe modern
physiochologist and sociesl workers, those teeming cities of the lost csught
up in drugs and crime, sare simply carrying bsnners thet re=d, 'Accept me!
Tlove me','teke me', How it bresks our hesrts to read sbout young people
who leave thelr homes and go to live in communities where they hope to

be accepted because they couldn't find it at home,

Menson snd his followers who went from place to plesce committing gross
crimes, He was able to do that, he wes 2ble to bring them into his own
precence #2nd to do things thot were 2llen to their nsture beceuse they
found in him scceptesnce and love =nd they desparstely needed it and they
didn't want to give it up. By their own admisslon 1t becesusce of their
love for him, One of the noted opers sters in her years ss o struggling
young student, left without 2 husbsnd snd two smell children to care for,
poverty struck st her home, she wasn't sble to cere for her children os
she wented., It looked ss though all the dresms of her life were to be
denied, Finelly the ds=y came when she broke mentslly snd she thought

she couldn't go any longer., She took her two children snd went down to

g nearby railroad treck, knowing that o traln wes soon to come by. She
12id down sdross the tracks and held one child in esch srm, waiting to
take the three of their lives together. The children were too young to
know whet she was about to do. They 1leid there still, her arm sbout them,
Finally the oldest looked up into her mothers frce o2nd she smiled and =sid,
"Mother I love you." With that the mother broke into tears snd she grabbed
both children under her arms and rushed back to her home, And she ssid

in thet moment I had en insight thet I hadn't had before, I wss loved,

I was needed, someone depended upon me., Things begein to chesnge for her,
she continued her studies and she became one of the grest stars of the
Metropolitan Opers. Love how we desparstely need it, That kind of love,
not the physical kind of love that is so essy to come by and Just as
escsily lost. But the kind of love that Paunl telked sbout.

And then Paul seid that 2 fruit of the spirit is peace, I was driving
through the park yesterdsy when I passed a volkeswsgon with some young
people dressed 28 non-conformists, DMomenterily my eyes met thelrs »nd
they lifted their hands in the =ign of pesce, I returned it, Peace,

we 211 want pesce desparstely. But it's so illusive. This morning ny
youngest son picked up the newspaper mr@xxzxis, only seven yesrs old, and
he read the newspeper about an sct of wer snd he turned to his oldest
brother and he =s=2id it thet far from us. The fear Sf war, the loss of
pesce is evident to the very youngest. And how we desparstely went pesce
we see in evidence the degire of pesce in these last few weeks as groups
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have been clemoring for peace in their own wey they are crying for the
geme thing, Almost all the people of Americe are hungering for pe=ace,
we're dlvided because we can't follow the same paths, DBut we are all
resching for the one thing that is illusive, pesce, Because of the
make-up of the world and the nature of man and because of their ldeologies
quite frankly, we won't have internationsl peace except out of fear,
Unless we could 2ll embrsce the high concept of life as taught in Christ
apart from that we won't know peace, there will slwsys be skirmishes and
war., There's a war golng én in each one of us at 211 times, The raging
of different attltudes and aspects thst cennot live comfortebly together,
We battle disease, we battle fears, we battle fsilures, we're caught up
in snxieties, emotions that do not bring peace., Its & pert of life,

When we hear the sngel's song 'Pesce on E-rth' and we wonder why it fails.
It's because once again we heve not taken hold of the real understanding
of pesce as Poul meant it, as Christ mesnt it. Pesce, a serenity thst
enebles us to stend firmly, strongly with couresge; even in the sight of
war, even in the sight of 2nxiety. Even when we are ceught up in the
fear of every desy living, there is a serenity, » pesce thet God gilves,

There was & ship being tossed about on the ses by 2 storm and all the
passengers were caught up in fear for their own lives, One little girl
stood over by the side 2nd she slone smong 11l of them wes celm, no fear
there, Other fearful of their own lives, one went over to her and se=id,
"litte girl, why sren't you offraid." And she smiled snd she said, "be
cause my daddy 1is the ceptain of this ship." Thet's why we don't have
to be affraid, Because we know our fsther 1s st the helm, And God ig
the captain even in such days =285 these,

John Wesley teking thet initisl trip to the Americass was caught up in a
storm., While other, he among them were fesrful for thelr own lives,

Saw & group of Mersvians, serene and celm in the face of the danger, And
inquiring of Peter Bolger he learned, it 1ls peace that we heve with God.
Love,peece, but Peul mentions one other,

He sa2id the frult of the spirit is Joy. Once agein we don't heve to
revert to the concept of shouting, of showlng our emotions outwesrdly.
Emotion runs parallel with s8l1l other emotions of religion, we csn't
sepsarate intellect from our emotions if we reslly believe in snything

if we hold any truths to be self evident, It 1s charged with emotion snd
we are sble to stand up and fight for that which we believe, But the

Joy that comes from thesserenity is that kind of Joy which expresses its
celf in meny ways 2nd the greatest of all is the guietness of the humsn
spirit.

We ere heving quite & few babies born in our church these days, I
remember when each one of mine were born, whst Joy there wes, Each

time stend out vividly from 211 other indidents in my life., And how
when the doctor said the mother end baby are doing fine, there's just

no Jjoy that It've ever experienced equel to that, I didn't jump up and
down, I didn't shout, I was simply quiet s#nd I bresthed a prayer of
thanksgiving. Most of my highest Joys have left me mute, A greater joy
thsn can be expressed in words.

Love, pesce and joy. Thst's all Poul had to ssy sbout it. Jesus spoke
about the coming of the holy spirit snd he a2dded one ingredient thot

Paul left out and he seid when the holy spirit comes upon you,you will
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power, Ve talk about a powerless country, s powerless institution,

Much is being said todsy eabout a powerless church. Power 1s the promise
of the holy spirit, When those who were in the presence of Christ wondered
at the great mirscles that he wss able to perform he g=2id to them, grester
things than these you will do, when the holy spirit comes upon you. Iifi=.
we do not hsve the power to conquer the earth, if we do not have kkmxpmwzx
that strength, that fiber in order to possess ourselves in such restless
times, perhaps it's beceuse we have left out that one ingredient in life
that brings us power.snd mesning =2nd purpose.

We are living in an age in which atomic energy is synomius with power,
Yet the power of God through the holy spirit cennot be compressed into
humen terms. And thet one sspect we gshy swey from,

Come holy spirit, some, Come with fire to burn, come with the winds
to cleanse, come with the love to revesl, convict, convert, consecrste,
until we are holy thine, Amen,

Let us prasy.



