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Goel, we don't believe in him no more. Merk Conelly who wrote the deli~htful 
folk concept of the rurel, southern interpretetion. of the scripture, "Green 
Pastures 11 e.ccounted one occa.sion when Goel had become so involved with the 
pffsirs of heaven, thPt fore time he had ne~ledted his creation here on 
ea.rth. So, musing to himself one dBy, suaaenly he called GPbriel into his 
office end he seid, "GB.briel, I we.nt you tpke over here for Pwhile, I I m 
~oing down to earth end check on my children there end see how they Pre 
getting along." So with that God stepped out of heeven end came b1=1ck to 
earth. And what he ss.w, he couldn't believe. These couldn't hsve been 
the same children who loved him a.na e.dorea him so much in the past. There 
wes no evidence e.nywhere of ~my aweirenes~ of God. It was the sabbath dF.iy -
end no evidence of worship, no one ce.ught up in quietness Bnd mecl itation. 
It wa.s almost as thou~h a carnivel was goin~ et full blAst. Everywhere 
he went people were involved, caught-up in frivilous things, no one resting 
for~ moment to eccess their spiritual needs. He ca.me upon a couple making 
love a.na tappin~ them on the . should er p,:nd SP id "Whet a o you think your 
doing? Why eren 1 t you i=it church?" .Anc the young m1=1n streightenea to 
his full height end said 11 ~Jhat Are you i:in old preecher m,An, anyway, we 
don 1 t go to church no more." And God t~ken eback by this attitude re­
coverintp; hims elf, said , "Well, wha. t Fl bout Goel , e ren I t you A ff.Te id he 1 11 
punish you for this kind of livin~." And with that this lanky fellow 
looked Pt his girl i:inel bP.ck At Goa i::ma 11!:ughed. "Goa we aon 1 t beli~ve in 
him no more." 

A lot of people don 1 t believe in God no more . We elwP.ys hJ?d atheists, 
those who by some level of intellect hPve come to the conclusion thP.t God 
a oes not exist. They've e lways been in the minority Ann Romehb.w i-re can 
respect them for their views, simply beceuse they Pre open Find frP.nk ebout 
their concepts. Thou~h :no one has yet come up with any amount of rei=isonin~ 
the.t would set them e.part F.ls intellectue lly c8pable of a ismissin~ the 
reality of Goel. And then there ~re the diests who ~sy th~t God did exist 
in the beginning to creete the worla, to put it R.11 into ,:;iction and once 
tha.t wes done he stepped apart ena left the world to itself. So in that 
sense God is not l,n communication with his creetures and therefore, doesn 1 t 
exist as far es our needs i=ire concerned. There e.re the recent rFidicelists 
that say that Goo just up and died. He was bU:t he ein 1 t no more. Ana 
then there's th?t vest multitude who don't give it a thou~ht. Goa, we 
don't ca.re. 

But :never hes there been a need for God greater than the need today. 
For some spiritue.l and eterne,l interprete.tion of the effiers th2t hes so 
torn us apart, ripped us into smPll groups, polarized us into entities 
e,pi:;,.rt from one e.nothers. Never he.s there been e need to see the wholeness 
in pll of the vest fiscures of social, politice.l end economic life es 
we heve in the worla toa~y. Somehow if we could erect e.n image of Goa 
thAt men could look upon today a.na see And realize the.t there would be 
the-t cementing ideelism ena sti?ture that could embrece ell men to~ether 
into the one world we so a eepe.retely need. We' re failing on this account 
simply because we don 1 t know how to te,lk to God. We live es thou~h he 
doesn't exist. 
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Theologie.n, Licka Cesta.rki SA id when Christianity removes the reality 
of the holy spirit from itself, it degenere,tes it degenere.tes into e 
fut1le8hlilme.n1stic seerch for goodness. John Wesleye.n' s entire experience 
a.nd concept of the church was built upon the holy spirit, present, evident 
in the 11 ves of everyone who embre.ces it. He spoke of thet conversstion 
with God th.~t took plA.ce within the depth of a. person's being. That 
evidence end rea.lity that no man can deny bees.use of a comprehension that 
is uniquely his own, en experience thr.,t cennot be matched outside himself. 
Wesley put is so simply in thes words, 1 the spirit of God has born witness 
with our spirit.' There is the encounter of Goa with man, throu~h the 
holy spirit. 

14e 1 re l?ffra.id of the holy spirit. Not beceuse of whP.t we fear the holy 
spirit mi~ht do. But, primarily bece.use of the cone tat ions thet h13ve been 
put upon the holy spirit in times past. Splinter religious groups usually 
begin with a. cle im that they have a unique relationship with the holy 
spirit. Ana it f incl s such outlets P. s tF.1 lking in tongues, the he.na lin~ of 
snekes, the drinking of poisons end the walkin~ over live coals without 
a,ny physicRl effect. Out fPthers in rural r:;irePs of this country t;oing 
to revival meetings oftentimes would shout under experienced feelin~s of 
joy thPt were not ettributable to i::inything that they've experienced before 
ana they would a.lwe.ys clt=iim thet they were c.au~ht up in the rFtpture of 
the holy spi:i:'Ji:t. BecA.use of this one conotetion tha,t mF.iny of us have put 
upon the holy spirit, mP.ny of us shove i:e off into e derk corner, drePdin~ 
that someone might reserect it e.nd meke us feel just a. little uncomfortable 
and for wha.t it stPnds for. Yet we fail to reelize the,t the holy spirit 
a.nd whi:>t it sta.nds for CEin be FlS intellectually a.ssuring a.s emotionally. 
There's evidence of the reAlity of God es expressed by the holy spirit 
throughout all scripture. It 1 s implicit in the old testament. 

The Bible begins easily by saying tl:'Et while there wes void in all that 
the spirit of God hovered above. Men set a.pa.rt from prophecy would 
eddress the masses of people who ceme to het=ir them speek and to credence 
to whst they were about to sa.y, they would recount Pnd the spirit of God 
cAm upon them. 

There's an understanding of the spirit of Goa in the Ola TestBment thet 
somehow eludes us, we're not quite sure what this spirit wes yet we do 
know that the writer comprehended the miture of God in this WPY thet they 
expressed over and over egein. But if the Hold Spirit is implicit in 
the Old TeBtement, it 1 s explicit in the New. There's no question but 
thet the entire concept of man 1 s relationship with God is built around 
:the presence of God es we heve expressed it thIJOU!!:h the Hold Spirit. 
It surrounded the work of Christ, it undergirded the work of ~11 the 
s.postles. Jesus spoke frequently Pbout it. And the concept of the 
Trinity that is embraced by i:=ill mejor denominetions is built upon this 
understa.nding of the nature of God thet we hPve let to fall in this use 
in so much of our spiritual experience. 

Most of us believe in God. We cAn't help but believe in God if we were 
not brou~ht into F.I. spiritua.l reletionship with him simply by an a.pprehension 
of ell creation. ThAt the rain falls Pnd the sun shines end out of the 
eerth comes life. And with epch see son in its reguL=iri ty comes the 
fruit Rnd then the dePth of winter and then the renewal ~l6 spring. We 
understand some intellect back of our universe to bring such e. man into 
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being ana to endow him with the power that we exhibit in our da.y by dey 
living. Who ci=in account for any of this. except from God. We believe 
in Christ. We 1 re just coming out of the season of EBster Time when we 
celebrated his life, his resurrection ~nd then his ascension. Every yeP-r 
at Christmas time we we procla.im with the gl~a e.n!;els of old, peece on 
earth,good,will to man beceuse of the birth of the son of God. How 
we repePt in our hearts in the time of lonliness when we feel th~t the 
world he.s forgotten us and we stand ell alone, with such power and feelin~ 
come the words, 'for God so loved the world the.t he gPve his only begotten 
snn.' He's en historicel figure. Ere.se any other conotetions from Christ 
a.na you cpnnot doubt the.t he lived. Though there me.y be various inter­
pretP-tions of the role th~t Christ 'plRyea, we belive in Christ. But the 
Holy Spirit, then we get uncomfort~ble. We become feerful thet demP-nds 
P-re going to be made upon us herethet we don't want to f..,.ce up to. 
We• d re.ther it just be forgotten, pnd go on our w,=,,y. But here's the link. 
Here is where Christ with P. promise. When the dAys of his eP.rthly 
ministry were coming to e.n end he brought his aisciples together and he 
said, 11It is necessery the.t I le,-.ve you now, I C8n 1 t be with you eny 
longer, but be assured of this a comforter will come F!nd he will empower 
you with power. He will bring fulfillment and meaning to everything that 
is left unattended e.nd unfinished. 11 And the promise of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit wa.s the culmination of everything thF.it he.a been a es ired in 
Christ and left unfullf!ba.led because of the e,bruptness of the close of 
his ministry. And then the disciples were left after Christ he.d dismi~sed 
himself from them. _______ when ther for e. moment he w.1=1s Pnd then 
no longer was there. They remembered the words with which he ha.a cher~ed 
them, 11 Rema.in here in JerAsa.ulem until the Holy Spirit comes." And so they 
dffid. }'If we could follow there experiences dey by da.y 13nd hour by hour 
we would find P group thAt was still looking for some way to go, some 
directinn. They were just wa.iting. They weren't 8bout to do much Pt all. 
Possibly remembering to one a.nether some of the experience that they mJ 
ha.d with Christ but there WAS no moving out, no ettempting to bring into 
play a.ny of the things that Christ hi::ia asked them to do. They were just 
wei ting. Something we,s missing in their lives. They hed known Christ. 
They he.a lovea Christ. But they were without purpose. 'l'he~r ,,rere without 
power• without u:nd~rsb=-nd ing. 

Now Je:r·sss.ulem WPS wp.s all efflu.tter fagAin like it wes on Passover when 
Jesus hAd been errested -9nd crucified, pilgrims h.o.d converged once F.!ge.in 
upon the city of Jera.spulem, bec.guse now it wr,,s the festivAl of Penecost. 
It was to be the feast of the first fruits and a.11 the Jews OP.me bP.ck 
to their city to celebrate this great holy dp.y of their church. And then 
suddenly fire rF.1ined out from hei:,ven. ThF.tt 1 s the WPY Luke described it. 
A wind blew end tons of fire seemed to be suspened over their heeds Pnd 
suddenly with one great swope there WPS the power gnd the understPnding 
thetfulfilment that Jesus hAd promised. And ePch one rose to his full 
height spiri tua.lly on thi::it dPy. To be ci;LebrPted on this day and centuries 
to come t=ts the day of Penecost when Goa opened the very PATe.ment of he~ven 
and poured down the very power of his presence.9t Penecost. And the Holy 
Spirit,says the scriptures,came upon them. 

Peul h8s An e,wfully lot to say Pbout the Holy Spirit. But he SPyd when 
the Holy Spirit is present there are certain fruits to be detected in A 

persons life, who embrP.ces the Holy Spirit. Jesus tslked l:l. lot about 
'lt-rees encl the fruit that they bore. He s~id a. b:=>d tree could not proouce 
good fruit and e. good tree could not produce b~d fruit. Th?.t the fruit 
reflected the kind of tree th:;it it was. And so Paul took th~t s9me 
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concept of life end he SP.id thet when P tree is filled with the holy 
spirit then there ~re fruits thPt come to P form thPt cpn be experienced 
snd be identified. The first of these he said is love. 

No subject perhaps hP.8 been written Pbout, tAlked P.bout, sung ebout in 
recent deys end years more than love. If we Fl.re to undersbm.d any of 
our youthful demonstrators ,=,.geinst the kind of society that we ht=-ve todey 
it is their attempt to bring love into the experience of the community. 
But the rePl mee.ning of love is not so often thet which can be eesily 
interpreted by song ana by the writinP.; of e pen, but love is much deeper 
than thet. Nothing begins to reach the uno ersb=ma ing of high love th,rn 
what Peul wrote in the 13 chepter of Corinthians. Anyone who cPn 
meRsure up to that underst~nrling of love he~ very left in his life to 
be desired. Here is life that is most unselfish Pt its best. And this 
is the kind of love that is promised by the h<llly spirit. So m@ny lost 
today in e society that does not accept them. If we are to believe modern 
physiochologist e.nd sociPl workers, those teeming cities of the lost C8U~ht 
up in drugs and crime, Rre simply c,9rrying banners th ... t re~d, 1Accept me 1 

Ylove me 1 ,'take me 1 • How it breeks our hePrts to read ebout young people 
who leBve their homes and io to live in communities where they hope to 
be e.cceptea because they coulcln 1 t find it at home. 

Menson end his followers who went from plPce to plAce committing ~ross 
crimes. He was able to do that, he WPS able to bring them into his own 
presence Pnd to ~o things th~t were ~lien to their nature becPUAe they 
found in him e.cceptpnce and love Pnd they ae~parPtely needed it Pnd they 
didn't want to give it up. By their own edm18sion it becFiupe of their 
love for him. One of the noted opera stPrs in her yeRrs AP e struggling 
younF'. student, left without .1;1 husbPnd Rnc two smell chilaren to cFJre for, 
pove~ty struck at her home, she WASn't pble to c 0 re for her children FIS 

she wantea. It looked as thoup;h e.11 the areP.ms of her life were to be 
denied. Finally the dP.y came when she broke mentplly 1,md she thou~ht 
she couldn't go any longer. She took her two chiloren .gnd went down to 
e nearby railroP.d trPck, knowin~ .that a train wes soon to come by. She 
lP.id down f3 .. dross the tracks ana held one child in epch 13rm, watting to 
take the three of their lives together. The children were too young to 
know whet she wes a.bout to do. They lPid there still, her firm Pbout them. 
Finally the oldest looked up into her mothers f,:,ce end she smiled and sAid, 
11 Mother I love you. 11 With that the mother broke into tears end she grabbed 
both children under h-er arms B.nd rushed back to her home. And she st=i id 
in thet moment I had en insi~ht thPt I hadn't had before. I WPS loved, 
I we.s needed, someone depenaea upon me. Things be~Ain to chPnge for her, 
she continuecl her studies i=rnd she beceme one of the gree.t stPrs of the 
Metropolitan OperR. Love how we desparately need it. The.t kind of love, 
not the physical kind of love that is so e~sy to come by and just as 
eesily lost. But the kind of love that Patrl tplked ,9bout. 

Ana then Paul seid that e fruit of the spirit is peace. I was driving 
through the p1:1rk yesterdey when I passed R volkeswagon with some young 
people dressed es non-conformists. Momentarily my eyes met theirs ~na 
they lifted their hands in the sign of pePce. I returned it. Peace, 
we Pll went pee.ce desparPtely. But it's so illusive. This mornin~ my 
youngest son picked up the newspPper w:mrtx1nfi:Ii, only seven yePrs old, and 
he reed the newspeper ebout an Act of wer And he turned to his oldest 
brother Pna he SP ia it th,:it far from us. The feAr 6f .-!ar, the los8 of 
pei::we is evident to the very youngest. Anc'! how we a esp,=,.rptely went pePCe 
we see in evidence the aesir~ of peace in these lest few weeks es groups 

\ 
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have been clamoring for peace in their own we¥ they are cryin~ for the 
seme thing. Almost all the people of AmericP ere hungering for pePce, 
we' re d 1 vid ed becP.use we can't follow the same paths. But we ere all 
re~ching fDr the one thing thet is illusive, peece. Because of the 
make-up of the world and the nature of man a.nd because of their ideolo~ies 
quite frankly, we won 1 t hAve internationel pee.ce eMcept out of feer. 
Unless we could e.11 embrsce the hi~h concept of life e.s • teught in Christ 
a.part from that we won't know peace, there will elwP.ys be skirmishes and 
war. There's A. war going mn in each one of us e.t ~11 times. The raging 
of different e.ttitudes and aspects that cennot live comfortF.ibly together. 
We battle disease, we battle fears, we battle failures, we're caught up 
in ~nxieties, emotions that do not brin~ peace. Its e pp,rt of life. 
When we hear the engel 1 s son~ 1 PePce on E~rth' and we wonder why it fails. 
It's beceuse once 1::ig,=i.in we hPve not taken hold of the real understand in~ 
of pe8ce as PPul meant it, AS Christ meAnt it. PePce, a serenity thPt 
enebles us to stBnd firmly, strongly with courP~e; even in the si~ht of 
war, even in the sight of Pnxiety. Even when we ere CPUght up in the 
fear of every dey livin~, there is FJ serenity, e, pei:!ce thPt Goa gives. 

There was a ship being tossed ~bout on the see by I:' storm a:nd all the 
passengers were ca,ught up in fear for their own li-ves. One little girl 
stood over by the side end she· slo:ne e.mong ell of them wes CRlm. no fee.r 
there. Other fearful of their own lives, one went over to her end sAid, 
"li tte girl, why e.ren' t you e.ffraid. 11 Ana she smiled end she said, "be 
CAUSe my da.ddy is the cpptain of this ship." ThAt's why we don't hpve 
to be affraid. Bece,use we know our fPther is flt the helm. And God is 
the captain even in such days as these. 

John Wesley te,king the.t initie,l trip to the Americas WRS caught up in e. 
storm. While other, he e.mong them were fearful for their own lives. 
Saw 8 group of Maravians, serene and CFilm in the face of the di=inp;er. ,Ana 
inquiring of Peter Bolger he learned, it is peace tha.t we hAVe with God. 
Love,peece, but Ppul mentions one other. 

He said the fruit of the spirit is Joy. Once ~gain we don 1 t hove to 
revert to the concept of shouting, of showing our emotions outwPrdly. 
Emotion runs parallel 'With e,11 other emotions of religion, we cen I t 
sepPra.te intellect from our emotions if we reAlly believe in Anythin~ 
if we hold e,ny truths to be self evident. It is Ch!:lrged with emotion end 
we ere 13ble to stB.nd up end fight for tht=Jt which we believe. But the 
joy that comes from thes serenity is th~t kind of joy which expresses it­
self in m~ny wFJys And the gre8test of FJll is the ouietness of the human 
spirit. 

We ere hPving quite e few bt=ibies born in our church these dAys. I 
remember when each one of mine were born, whet joy the~e WPS. Each 
time stPnd out vividly from ell other i:ndidents in my life. Ana how 
when the doctor said the mother end baby are doli:lng fine, there's just 
no joy that I 1 ve ever experienced equ~l to that. I didn 1 t jump up and 
down, I didn 1 t shout, I was simply quiet P.nd I brei:ithed a preyer of 
thanksgiving. Most of my highest joys have left me mute. A greater joy 
th8n cBn be expressed in words. 

Love, peece and joy. Th~t's all PPul had to SPY ebout it. Jesus spoke 
a.bout the coming of the holy spirit And he added one ingredient thi:it 
Paul left out snd he seid when the holy spirit comes upon you,you will 
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power. We ta.lk about a powerless country, e powerless institution. 
Much is being se.id todF.1y fl.bout a. powerless church. Power is the promise 
of the holy spirit. When thos~ who were in the presence of Christ wondered 
at the gre1:1.t mire.oles that he we.s able to perform he SP.ia to them, greAter 
things than these you will ao. when the holy spirit comes upon you. Ilte:_ 
we do not hP.Ve the power to conquer the earth, if we do not ha.ve XR:1!lXJ1MW1!lr 
the.t strength, that fiber in order to possess ourselves in such· restless 
times, perhaps it I s becPuse we have left out tha.t one ingredient in life 
that brings us power.Pncl me£1ning And purpose. 

we Are living in a:n age in which e.tomic energy is synomius with power. 
Yet the power of God through the holy spirit cannot be compressed into 
hume.n terms. And thAt one aspect we shy R.WPY from. 

Come holy spirit, some. Come with fire to burn, come with the winds 
to clee.n_se, come with the love to. reve~ 1, convict, convert, consecrF1te, 
until we are holy thine. Amen. 

Let us prBy. 


