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SUBJECT: "THD1G~ THAT !,:AKE FCR PEACE" 'the Inn of the Seventh Happine~s t 

Clsdys Tyler ¥as e youn~ British ao~ePtic who wented to be P missin~~ry. 
She ha.a areameo it from the time that she was s. littl~ child. But being 
born into the economic class into which she wes born, she did not have 
an opportunity tc go to school, to pr~1~re herself. She was train~a 
only to be a <lomesti.c to eek out a living but her dreams never dimmed. 
Finally when she bec~me a young woman she went from one missionary 
society to e.noth~r begging the.t they senc" her to Chine. She ,,.,, .. i:5 11ot 
e0ucet119r1, ~he di<'l not have a.ny kincl of specia.lizecl gifts. She offered 
herself simply as a 1Pboring,¥omRn, nrythin, just to teke me there so 
that I cf:!n help win the Chinef:e to the Christian f:3.ith. But every,-JThere 
r-he turr1ea she fou11a only fe i lure. Fo one was willing to accept her. 
So she followed the only course thf.'t she knew how .9nc1 th~t was to con­
tinue her work ?s ~ aomestic, saving ~11 of her shillings pr,o nll of 
her i ncome until she coulc1 pay her own passage . .Anc that's what she 
a id. Finally the e-e.y c/:¾me vhen she set P-f:l 11 for Chine. J". stranger 
in a completely foreign lane. Ko one to contact there for any c'11rec­
tion or help. She wa~ completely on her own. Her struggl~ woe magni­
fic~nt. The day finally came when she cRme to an inn ancl there she 
worked as a domestic. But she worked teaching those who came there to 
spend the night the storie8 about her Christ. It seemed that the 
Chine~e loved more than Rnything else ~t the end of the nay to sit 
anc:'1 l~t somebody tell them a story. lrncl that's what she a icl. Ifot 
trained in theology, ghe only sat as they sat about her and she tolf 
the Bible stories that we tell our chil0ren. 

nar brolce out and a tremena ous a is play of courage c~me fourth in the 
life of this young woman a.JI1ong the Chinese. Her story was written 
up in R book and finally a movie was made of it and the movie WRS 

enti tlecl 11The Inn of the Sixth Hs.ppiness. n But there's an end beyona 
the Rixth happiness, the inn of the seventh happiness, is what she 
was trying to 1ntroc'iuce them to, to tell them $:I.bout. But as mine, ful 
of the words of our lord ae we bring his life into perspective auring 
lent. That 1:111 thAt i~ incorpora.teo in the limits of his life ere but 
e beginning. They P.lre only in prepar~tion for that which is eventua.l 
enc'l ultimate. All of us aR we seek out those things that give us 
sati Rfection anc1 plei::isure in life, we might say thAt i--re are passing 
through the ends of increAsing happiness. For we surely do find things 
thet bring me:,ming into our lives, thf-lt bring satisfaction into our 
souls, that bring grPtituc1e for life itself. But w:kai:tx:m:f 100 years 
from nm•r wha.t of s.ny of these ends, there's only one th1:1t matters then 
to r3ny of us. 

,;-e have tried to simpl:tfy things so In.Bny times in order to put over 
truth and oftentimes we get bogged down in the simplificetion itself, 
but w~- must never become victimize0 by thet. But it remains true that 
oftentimes truths that are so great, that we can hs.rc'lly encompe.ss 
them, we ca.n understand them to a.n extent through ~implification. 
And so it was that Jesus told many of his parEtbles a.bout life and 
about life yet to come. 



In the ___ ....,........,,....,,._- book, "'!'hE'! jct of Thomas," there's El. very interesting 
tale that is told. It seems that a.fter the ~ath of Christ ~11 of the 
discipleR linge:ref for awhile in Jerasi:i,ulem weiting for it to be re­
ve~led what each one of them were to do. Finally it was descided 
that e particular pt?.rt of the world would be given to eech of the 
disciples smd tha"t they woulcl go there and evengilize that prot of the 
world for Christ. It fell upon the lot of Thom8s to go to India, but 
Thomas demurred. He s::iicl, "I aon 1 t want to go to IndiP., its no place 
for me, surely there's sore other -plt:.ice to go." And P..s the other 
clisciples went on to the places assigned to them, fhomas refusecl to 
go. Until one day there came with the group a merchant prince from 
India, he was 8AAking ~ m~n who was a carpentar to do a special 
assignment for the King of India. He was introduced to Thomas end 
he asked Thomas whet he was a.ble to do. And Thoma.s said, "I c@n do 
anything :iduxt with wood. I can make plows, ox yokes, I can make 
boats and orrs and masks. And out of stone, I can make buildings, 
houses, temples." Ana the mercha.nt prince sa.id, "You're the man I 1 m 
looking for. I he.ve an e.ssignment for you that will give you such 
niches in return that you can't even dream of." And so he took Thomas 
and returned to India, his assignment complete. 

It seemed that the King of IndiF.i, wsnten Pt be.Autiful palace to b-:: 
built. Something the,t woula be so beautiful that they woula stana in 
8.We when they approechea it. Ana this wa.s to be done with no thought 
to costs. Money ws.s not to be cons id erea in E:rny way. Only beFiuty 
and achievement we,s important. Ana so Thomss was brought to the King 
and introduced by the merchant prince that brought him there. Con­
vinced that Thomss could do the assignment that wes to be done, the 
King geve him full lea.ve of the treasury. He took him out to a. place 
in the country where a streem of water ran near by. Overshaddowea 
by beautiful trees - here is the place where the palace is to built. 
The king left, with the admonition, when it is built, let me know ~na 
I will co::ne and look upon it. I don't want to see it while it is 
being built, I want to see it when it is clone. Ana so he left. Thomas 
took the money that had been given him to build the palace and he went 
all over India buying food ana clothes, building houses for the poor. 
Helping everyone he found in need. Time passed by, yea.rs built upon 
years. And fina.lly the King a.sked one day, how is the pa.le.ce coming 
along. And Thomas anewered, "It's complete except for the roof." But 
not one stone had been layed. The time had been used in helping the 
people of India end telling to them the story of his Lord. One da,y 
word ci,me to the King that no progress at all was being made in the 
building of the palace. And so he sent for Thomas. Ana discovering 
tha.t slowly Thomas had taken his wealth and had gone among the people 
meeting their needs, Thomas was imprisonec:1. The brother of Ged was 
so insensed by what he,d happened, seeing the wee.1th of his fFl.mily 
disapatea among the poor of the land, be~ame so angry that he de­
manded of his brother the King, thet not only Thom8S be executed 
for his crime but that he first be beaten unmercifully ana then he 
be thrown bodily alive into a consuming fire. He became so engry 
in his demands that he fell dead a.t the feet of his brother. 
And so Gad the brother of the King went to Heaven. There he was 
met by the angels of heaven , carried along the streets. He saw 
beautiful buildings there, he ca.me upon one th,.,t was a magnificent 
pa.lace. And he said, "Oh, if only I could he.ve a room in that 
palace, I would be the happiest man in e.11 of heaven." And the angels 
who were accompanying him sa.ia, "The,t is not yours that he.s been built 
for your brother by Thomas the Christien. 
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Then GPd had understood what h~d heppenec anc he begged for just ~­
moment to go back to his brother· to tell his brother whB.t hP.d 
happenea. And he was grentea that wish. He went beck to Ina ie. 
ena he told his brother that Thomas had built him a me.gnificent 
pa.lace that the eyes couldn't imagine, but it was in heaven waiting 
for him there. Ana he beggea for the leave of one room for his own 
use. And the King became so impressed, so touched by what had 
ahppenea that he beca.me e, Christian end wa.s baptizeo by Thomas on 
that da.y. Written as truth by the author of the 11.Acts of Thomas", its 
obviously a ta.le of imagination anc.=i yet it's so consistent with whet 
Jesus taught us about life. That all th~.t we ere to echieve a.nd ex­
perience is not compressed within our lifetime here on earth, but 
that ao~s not begin to match the importe.nce of what we are living 
for. Jesus expressed it in these words, "Lay not your tre/3sures up 
on earth, but lay up your treasures in hea.ven." 

With that he told the story of a rich man who had spent all his energy 
and all his time gaining wealth and possessions here on earth and when 
he had g~1nea the very zenit~ of his achievements, when he was a success­
ful me.n above e.11 else, then he died. Ana Jesus call ea him a. very 
foolish man. 

We need to arrest our movement through life for just e moment to ask, 
1 do I have a priority~~roperly in my mind? 1 Are my energies used for 
the purposes thet are for my best interests or somehow have I lost 
sight of the fa.ct thet th:ere is far more to life than simply the nc­
cmulation of things and the achievement of stance that life can give 
me here and now. For one thing that we need to realize thBt there are 
·,ncre t~1~r, one me8.ning to be attributed to the idea. of success. I 
think if we were to compress into one wora what most men are seeking 
for we would essily sA.y that most men a.re trying to be suceessful men. 
And success is a wona erful thing, it is a worthy e.chievement. To sa.y 
that e,ny men is successful is to lay acolays upon him the.t make his 
life significant ana worthwhile. 

I heard a sermon preached on the title, "Success, New Testament Style." 
'What an intriguing thought to take the concept of success a.s our society 
normally thinks about it a.nd mee.sure it e,ccord ing to 8Uocess e,s we would 
fair it out of our unaerstanding of the new testament, ana its teachings 
of whFit life ought to be. Success and wisc'lom are not necesse,rily 
syna.nomous. One who is successful is not necessarily wise ebout the 
things of life. 1·:e recognize people who have ga.inea in their particular 
field as being expert in almost every field. v:hen we turn on a television 
commercial, it's usually someone who has gained some mee.sure of recog­
nition or a.chievement in his particulPr fi ela. Ana therefore, he be-
comes a.n expert to r:e:ig::mmmJE■ri speak in other fields and recommend things 
tha.t a.re for our own best interest. This is one of the many attributes 
that we attach to success. When we look be.ck through history, it is 
so evident that success is not a.lwEiys the r- thirig that we have seen 1 t to 
be in our own day. The Bible itself is the story of the struggle of 
man. Letting his soul be the center of his thought and ~ction, ~t­
tempting to communicate with God that brought him into being in the first 
place. Ana yet that Bible is not the story of men's success; its more a 
story of me,n' s :failure. 
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Remember the story of Brer Rebbit ana how he is ceught by Brere Beer 
Brere Fox and they know the.t they are going to heap the worst inc igni ty 
upon him because they hPve weitec so long for this moment. They have 
triec to trap hiro for so long e.nc1 Brere Rebbit thinking about his fate 
usccenly hits upon a plan and he begs of them 11 Don't throw me in thet 
brier patch, above e 11 else I hate e brie,r patch." Anc1 Brere Fox enc­
Brere Bear we.ntec'l to ao the thing thst Brere RF.lbbit hetes most of all, 
fling~ him into the brier petch. Only to hear Brere Rabbit jump out 
anc' ~ing, "Born anc' bred in e bri$r petch, born ena brecl in e brie.r 
pl? tch." 

Toca.y much of our crime is bec.c;:i.use of the bri~r patch in which we are 
forcec'I to wine our wa.y, e,na est:?blish our 11 ves. But when we fine 
the greatness of life through e 11 of history, it is the story of brie.r 
patches e.nd if enything the church w~~ born and brecl in a briar -patch. 
For just e moment, emerging out of 8 lend thet is the lowest of all the 
provencies of the world. Among people th~t have become the most 
aespisea and heted of all r•ces of people~ The leaaer crucified upon e 
cross. When we think about success we are looking at one side of man 
th~t isn't ftlways the true picture of man. For succese in life is 
success in discovering some of the intengibles that e,re not always 
e.pparent to the ordinary person. Discovering those factors that most 
people overlook in trying to discover wha.t life is all about, and 
making life a successful adventure. 

We are conditioned to material things and well it ought to be. Because 
we are me.ter1i?.lly constructed, we enjoy materi.al things. But•s that's 
just the beginning. There are those intangibles that co not react 
to our senses, to our materialistic grasp of things. These are the 
things that we so often overlook in our fightings ,in our b~.ttlings; 
for other things that s,re more obvious 8.na yet are far less important. 
when we have attained them. We overlook the obvious worth of man in 
trying to gain the things that a.re part of man's society. If we were 
to take the 9ttituce of most people in A....,erica today about Communism 
Bnd 8bout other ic"eologies thElt are foreign to our own, we would have 
a. huna.mous rising-up egainst them in fe.vor of Americs.nism. Ana yet this 
is a beggery within its elf. Bece.use in our battling a~e.inst Communism, 
we are bA.ttling :a name, ma.ny t irnes commi ttine: the same offenses aga.inst 
ourselves and a.ga.inst our fellow man that Communism itself stand for. 
And the revolutionary forces to bring e better society to the 'fore.' 
itia.ny times that which is most imports.nt is trampl"d upon i:n the ga.ining 
of objectives tha.t are 6f ··less worth th8n those that a.re trampled. 
If we pair off everything else that is to be seio about Christianity and 
the teachings of Christ, if we peel away the layers tha.t we have la.id 
upon it in our attempt to be Christian disciples, we will eventually 
com~ to the heart of the teachings of Christ and it is simply this. 
The worth of each individual man. 

Ours is a great industirialized society toda.y. We take pride in the 
fact that we heve gained what we h9,ve done in the realm of industry a.no 
industrial achievement. Y~t if we have overlooked the roll of the 
individual in producing things, our society is not the gree.t society 
the,t we think it to be. If our working through the realm of science 
entering into a. computerized age is to rob man of his worth and his 
indivicuel right, then we are a lessening society, a growing society 
of work. 
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If you go to the court house in one of the county-seat towns of 
Virginia, you'll fino 8. Tt:rill thet is written.by a sle.ve owner, listing 
his possessions at his death and the worth of each of them. Listed 
a.mong those possessions ere his slaves, named there and the worth 
after ea.ch name. One of them is Booker T. Washington, the value $?00. 
Few men have hacl such an inherent greatness Pt a particular time in 
history as Book~r T. Washington. Moving into a impoverished society 
of his peonle, he s0ught to brinp: light to their minds ana hope to 
their hearts. But the owner of this slave s.qw a me.n worth $?00. 
We have victimized the size end the worth of things beci;iuse of how 
much there is of it. Greet st~tes in size, gres.t eaucat ional insti­
tutions merit by the number of students enrolled A.na the number of 
f&culty members thPt teach ana the number of millions of clollars of 
the endowment. Ana yet the members sitting there in the classrooms 
are the important factors and many times they ere lost in the bign:ess 
of the institution itself. 

Now here's why a lot of peOlple tods.y who a.re sensitive to the fact 
that the individual worth of man is being trampled upon is crying out 
against the institution. Here it is simple a.na piece-mealecl. Because 
we ha.ve become so enamoured with the structure of the thi.ng • tha.t we 
are willing the lay upon the altar of sacrifice the persons whom it 
ought to serve. 

We cry for law snd order tods.y. But law and order today is good only 
to the extent that it is protective of the individual. Ana tha.t's why 
we h1.?ve law e.nc ora er, to protect the right of the lo't'rliest. of the 
inclividue.ls. Grantecl we con't alw2ys live within that perspecth'"e of 
things or upon thPt r-cFile of v2.lues. 

One college coecl ·was writing ~n 13rticle for her college :r.e1,rspaper. 
Anc she went to a coach of e southern college and she S$.;lid, "Well, 
tell me wh~t 's the secret of you:r:- h~,ring a s uccessful football team? 11 

And he said, •iWllll we rnoive e color th-=1t T,re htsve chosen to wes.r and we 
go out on that footb,1;1.ll field and we try to knock everybody clown that's 
not wearing our color." When we talk about social progress, quite 
frankly, we see if they r=i.re weF.i.ring our color and if not, then we' 11 
knock them cown end that's P. element of our own success. 1·!e h~ve too 
r.iany people in the ~:rorld tod!?.y Pnd perticularly in P,mericr:i who are 
self-ossigne:-3 to know what's best for everybody else. To set up the 
rules by which everybody else is to live. Our na.tion beceme gre8t 
because we ree,lized that the individual is far greater than the tech­
nology of his society. Jesus taught u.s th8t above everything else. 

Ana 20 A.s we try to develop some phylisophy to our lives and try to 
have a mea.ningful life, too often we have e. veiled una erstsnc1 ing 
of what's in for it. We overlook the real essentials and become 
mired in the non-essentials. We forget people in order to be more 
aware of things. 

But then we must ha.ve R spi:ri tua 1 concept of life a pa.rt from phys ic13 l 
if we are to attain the end to the seventh happiness. ~e're not 
going to be preserved from the storms that pls.y u-pon life. Just as e 
tree sits upon a hillside and the wina beats upon it ana the rain 
falls upon it, it sta.nd there many times when many other trees hPVe 
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fP.llen. Not becRuse the winds have pa.sseo it by, not becP,use the rain 
has not fallen upon it, but because it h-9s senk roots deep into the 
soil and when the wind blows it stand when lesser trees a.re blown Away. 
He must he.ve that spiritual quality to our lives, if we P.re to sustAin 
our lives in such difficult times to live. 

Now we find many things to distract us and to erase a sense of neeo 
spiritually in our lives. Yet if are honest with ourselves, we can look 
at our society and kno1-r that never he.s there been e greater neec1 for 
some spiritual foundation for people to live. For there are here in a 
time ·when there are more material blessings thAt any era me,n has know 
there is an emptiness in people's lives that is grosser thAn ever before. 
And that's why drugs heve tried to erase a. plight of man 1 s spiritual 
hunger. At a time when the church is needed above all else, we are 
trying to find the answer in other places. 

We neecl to keep our eyes on Christ. Cnce we falter there its easy to 
loose the way. As long as our eyes are centered on him the WAY will 
constantly opBn and become clear. 

i·,fhen World 1::e.r II broke out there was a explorer frora England on his 
i·ras the .Anartic ia. When he came into the first port, he learned that 
his country h:3cl declered War on Germeny. And he immedietely wired 
hore and said• "Do you want me to return with my men and the ship?" 
Ana the first wa.r of the Admiralty wired back one word, "Proceed." 
He realized th,;i.t here Wt> s A. venture far greater than war a.na not to 
be distrncted for the sake of temporary need. That ought to be the 
functioning power r,,i thin your lifr-~. An~awa.reness of the fact thet 
while I'm living in this life of ends of increasing happiness that 
bring many adventures and exciting things into our life everyday that 
there is a constant yearning toward that which is ultimate. Keeping 
our eyes on the pole stars and not getting lost in~ world of lesser 
things. 

And now this . We live now in a world that satisfies every need tht:=1.t 
we h.9.ve, if we are willing to identify it and gre,sp it and utilize 1 t. 
Until that one time when physically we are no longer to able to enjoy 
e,nd enhance. Then only one f~ctor is importe.nt above all else and 
that is the promise that Jesus made. In mJr fe,ther' s house and mFJny 
mansions and I go to prepare a place for you. Ana that's the end of 
the seventh happiness. 

Let us pray. 


