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Why don't you grow up? This 1s often flung as an insult at a person,
But in reality this a sage bit of advice. Paul gave two admonitions
relative to this. I want us to think about them this morning.

He said when I was a chlld, I thought as a child, I reasoned as a
child, but when I became a man I put awsy childish things. Theres
one fact that stands apart from the rest of life to which there is

no exception, That is we all grow up. Cosmotologists have developed
quite a 1line of cosmetics to obscure the fact. But it all washes off,
And the fact that a person has matured, has grown older becomes more
evident every day. Man has always harbored a dream that somehow he
could stop the maturation of his physical body, but he has not yet
achieved that plain, It is a dream held in the harts of man in
generations past. Legends grew up about a famous fountaln from which
one might drink and have eternal youth. Ponce de Leon searched the
new world for thet fable fountain, the Indian legends told about it.
But its never been found. And theres nothing that we can do but
grow. It isn't a matter of cholice s0 we needn't be concerned about
whether we remain as children longer than we should or whether we
grow up into mature years.

But then with our minds its something else., Quite often times through
some queer act or fate, through an accident to a child, for one reason
or another 2 child's mind becomes imprisoned in childhood. All of us
have known people like that., Its a pathetic thing. The body grows
and the mind remains a little child. But the aversge person develops
his mind along with his body and he begans to reach from one level of
intelect to another until his mind has expanded to its limits to

which he 1g going to stretech it. Much of that 1s automatic, There

is a range of two extremes where our minds fluctuate and if 1t isn't
a descplined mind, it will remalin on a lower level, if it disciplined
it will reach to higher levels. But there 1s a limit in either
direction to which it can naturally go., So Pagul isn't speaking

about elither the mind or the body when he spesks about remaining in
childhood. He's speaking at that one point over which we have will
over our remaining within childhood or growing into maturity.

And that has to 4o with our emotions and our gpirit. It is a gad
commentary on any persons life when it 1s sald of him, he just never
grew up, And anyone who has had much experience in marriage counseling
discovers that in one marriage partner quite often this is the real
problem of the home that's breaking up. One of the two members of
this marrisge alliance has refised to grow up, to take hold of mature
thoughts and mature responsibilities that are automatiwally his, when
a home iz established.

Many times when there are factlions that separate us from other people,
factiovns within churches, we don't have one here, thank goodness,

but there are so many churches with factlons, spliting up the member-
ghip of that church and quite often it over some childish behavior

of one person or one group within that church.
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Little children sre always haveling disputes and then making up the
next day. The tragedy®that when an adult remains emotionally im-
mature that he will split up over almost mothing and its almost
imposible to cement that relatonship back to what it was. And if
we are quilty of not having grown up in our emotions, if we are
auilty of not having grown up spiritually then this admoniton from
Paul is a very pregnant 1idea that ought to lay heavily upon our
minds., That until we fac# up to this responsibility, we cannot
achleve the: realtionshlip with God that has been promised in the
teachings of Christ. If we have not found that satisfaction of
fellowship with Christ 1n all probably it 1s because we are trying
to masticate a childhood religlon in a mature world. 1Its often been
seld about Bhristian education thst too many of us stop growing
intellectually as to our religion in the kindergarten class. As

two religious facts, this has been proved too many times., The know=-
ledge of the Bible and the splritual facts is pathetically low in

so many of our church members.

But it 1s even more pathetic 1f our religious experience ln the reslm
of stewardship and service remains in the kindgrgarten stage of our
growth and we never dlscover the true mission of the follower of
Jesus Chrigt. One native physiocologist said that the primary purs
pose of any personts life is to mature, And that a well ordered and
a well reunded life is a matter of constant maturing, out through
the years that we &ive., And then he enumerates three things that

he says are representative of maturity. The first of these is
unselfcenterdedness, This is an attribute of childhood. A child

le born with only one thing paramount in hls mind. And that is

to get for myself what I need for my comfort and satisfaction.

He can't reason it out , of course, but this is the way it survives.
Ite very survival is dependant upon the fact that it can get the
attention of other people to gatisfy its wants and needs. And so

a little baby lying in its crib, cries out when its hungry, he

cries out when he's thirsty, cries out when he's uncomfortable,
demanding the attentinn of people who can satlisfy his needs. This
is the way that we have been equipped to survive.

But then as the chlld begins to grow up into mature years, it begilns

to expard the horizons of his interests. It isn't altogether me and
myself, my wants. But naturelly he grows up to emcompass the needs

of other people sharing on higher levels. Family sharing, community
sharing, natlional sharing. And 1f one grows to such hights, inter-
national sharing. This is growing into maturity and unselfcenteredness,
But unfortunstely for nany of us we are trapped in childhood, in our
gselfcenteredness.

The second thing that this native physiocologist says is a mark of
meturity is respomsibility. A child 1s born with no responsibililty
whatsoever., He lies ther¢, he haes to dornothing in order to be
loved, just simply to exist., It was by no desire no actimof his
own that brought him into the world, he isn't even responsible for
the actiof birth Xself. He 1s totally without responsibility.
Normal growth brings a sense of responsibility to that child, He
learns first of all ke to share with hls brothers and sisters, he
learns to share within the famlly, to share within the classroonm,
wlithin the community and so 1t goes on every one who comes into his
sphere of influence must share a part of him until he has fully
blossomed out into a fully responsible person. Unfortunately,
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there are too many evidences of irresponsibility in otherwlse mature
individuals., That which 1s heappening throughout America in ghettos,
in the darkened parts of the city, crime running rampant, raciai
violence springing up with little provocation. This is evident of
only one thing, irresponsibility. The fact that s planned march on
Washington to antagonlze to create discord, to project problems, to
maghify the problems that are already there, This is one of the
objectives of one of the minority groups in our nations, I declare

it as nothing more than lrresponsiblility of leaders trying to

achleve a nobler purpose but doing 1t irresponsibly. To deliberately
cause feelings to flare up between groups of people, between indivi-
duals, in order to gain one object 1s not o mark of maturity, is

not a mark of responsibility. The same thing comes about in the
outery about Vietnam, Dr,., Spock may know what lks all sbout in
taking care of little babies. But Dr. Spock has offered no regsonable
alternative to whats hiéppening in Vietnam,

Chapldin Henry Sloan Coffin, Jr, may know what it is to counsel wibh
Yale University students, But when he demonstrates about whats
happening in Vietnam without zXk=x offering a reasgonable alternative
in both instances, it 1s a matter of lirresponsiblility. We are
undermining the confidence mf about whats being done without offering
an alternative toward which we can move, This is so whats so
deadening about descent. Descent hass value only when thereg an
alternative offered to that which you have heard, Otherwise you
destroy the very foundation that support your right=zto semrch for
better ways.

Ites happening within the freedom movements, within the moral realm,
within the intellectusl reslm. Once agaln its irresponsibility
because there's an absence of an alternative, Christian maturity

is that level to which a person comes when to descent means to offer
an alternative, And so a mark of maturity, ls besponsibility.

The third msrk of meturity is integration, And of course, I'm not
speaking here about bringlng the two races of people together,

I'm spesking about an integration of factors thit meke up the whole
of a persons experience. A little child flits from one interest to
another, we all know how that comes about. You can hold there
attention for a very short span of time until there off on something
else. Thelrs is a fragmented life, It is not yet fitted itself
into the total pattern that it is meant to be., The mark of maturity
is when 2 man can group his life into a pattern., Inegrate the
facets of his life into the whéle, Giving priority to that which

is most important and keeping on a subserviant level that which

does not rank in importance, Immaturlty is where its a Jjumbled
thing and we are on tangent after another, out for kicks, trylng

to experience thls and then that. Bearding upon one interest,
loosing interst, and hunting for something else to hold our attention.
Have you ever seen a little child put a Jijsaw puzzle together,
He'll find a plece and he'll try to fit it but there's novplace

for it to fit but he'll Just keep putting it around at any place
where it might join on to the others. It has no meaing at all,
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But if a man is mature he'll search for a place where the coiors _
match and the shapes match and then it drops beautifiilly into place.
A mature life is an integrated life.

Now I'm quoting from a physiocologist here, one who studies human
nature, one who studies life and he sgys these tree attributes are
the mark of maturity. Paul ssid let us grow up. But thats only

one admonition, The second admonition is this, Grow up into Christ.
Wetve talked about what it means to be mature, but maturity isn't
enough, A spiritual mgturity, growup into Christ. Let's look at
them again,

Unselfcenteredness., What did Christ have to say about the psvrson
in the world. Well for one thing he sald unless you are willing to
loose your life, you cannot save it, He said greater love hath no
man than this than that a man lay down his life for hils friend.

By example he said, mepkxmyxwixx be willing to say, not my will but
thine be done. Now thils isn't a simple achlevement, Everything
within us cries ocut to preserve self, to enshance sg&lf, to tower
aboue the needs and the rights of other people. Thats what our
bodles cry out in order to find satisfaction, But its amphithetlcal
to what Christ teaches us as 1s necessary for spiritual meturity.
Rhr To looes ourselves to a greater snd a nobler cause. To be
willing to die for the greater of humanity. We dle in many ways
but perhaps that place.to which we are called to die is in self
interest, For when our own self interst stands in the way of that
which 1s best fér others we need to learn how to sacrifice, A
whole phliosophy izxkmiZkxupwmxikmk of community living is built
upon that,

Matthew Henry, a professor at Oxford, sald that scientifics religion
is simply a matter of this, ourselves this is not ourselves. And a
mature christian simply cannot say, whatt!s in it for me, That 1s not
hte motive by which he Ilves, Responsibility, thlis is one of the
great vacums in what otherwise would be full and normal lives., Few
things distress me more thah to meet & person who dannot be depended
upon., For 1t to be said about 2 man that a word 1is hls bond, is

the highest acclimay that one can bestow. In order to put a
responsibility upon a person and then rest assured that it will be
done, but how many of us are lirresponshbble, cannot be depended

upon, Jesus dissuaded that in the mind of any person who wanted

to become a Christian and he said k= if you don't mean business about
this problem of discipleship then don't even come in bhhe first place.
For he said this, one who has put his hands to the plow and then
loos back, is not fit for the kingdom of God. Integration, Jesus
Christ is Lord. He is the nucleus of life, about him life revolves,
When we seek first the kingdom of God, seek to integrate it into our
lives and into the experience of our lives, we find everything
falling into its proper place, This isn't an act of magic, it as

e promlse of God and it has been proved many times over by people
who first seek the priorities of life only to find the other things
falling into place., Jesus said, God takes care of you feor look at
the flowers as they bloom in sgll thelr splendor in the fields,

Lock at the birds as they saiil through the air, These have no
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concept of creating for themselves, they sre dependent upon God to
take care of them and then he sayd, if we are not dependent to rely
equally upon God, it is simply a matter of little faith, For God
wR wants our lives to fit into a pattern; he asks only that we put
the priority where they belong. If somehow you had become in
childhood, inselfcenteredness, irresonsibility, in descentegration,
Psul has given us the chayge to pusmE cause us to rise up to build
and to beconme,

And now this. God has placed us in a big peir of boots. And he

sald "fill" grow up until they fit. And after everything else
has been said, thats really what life is all about.

Let us pray. 3



