
PIBRCING THB IROK CURIAIIT 

History has a way of addinr woeds, phrasos and expressions to 
our vocatularios throu~h situations. During the recent war we 
found ourselves spoaking of BLJTZKilEIGS,Rn.Di.E, and referrine to 
thoso persond who would bet ··ay · ~ou as 9 QUISLiliGS". Follmring the 
w~r we began referrin~ to tho 3ERLI~ BLOCK~DE and speaking of 
COLD ; ... RS. Now, recemtly we have begun to talk of POLIC,"j; AC7ION 
and the IRON CURTAIN. 

The iron curtain is a term known to all who listen to tho radio, 
conversations, and rend contemporary newspapers and periodicals. 
The term has become/"i>f r,reat si1r,nificance to those in governr:,.ant 
positions ~ho doal in foreign policy. The situation represented 
by the term has left a sreat ionact u~cn the lives of all men and 
it was ~roatly felt before we had hardly understood the real 
m'.3e.ning. 

Have :;o'J ever thou,c'.ht of' Jc.ow it -:rould ;)e to find yoursel.f 
b,3hind the Iron Curtain--imprisoned by GRE~D, F.i~TE, and TY.:L L·::y. 
Can ;,r:-:Ll ir.iagino the feeling of' futilitv ~-;hich you might oxperioncJ 
~nowing that only death or time could free you from its tonaoles. 
Cn.n :.roll i:,,a~ine •.:;he lon6 ingfor tho fr.e•.::doms which thos(~ living 
in u d8mocracy take for granted, and 0hich you achieve only by 
dreams r0sultinz from propa~anda which rai~ht tall into your ~ands. 
7o aro prone to feel renoved from such possibilitins bocauso o~ 
0ar chorished herita£'El ■ But what if vou ,.-·ore to a.-.·ro.ken to the 
r9alization that you' \rer e i~nrisondd ;ehin6 the Iron Curtain •.• 

-. .-0 u.re born into a life surl'"oandcd bj• an Iron CLlrto.in. A. 
.,_ • • • • . • -'-h G-- , -~l) '"Y -~ , ,-·--y d R .' 'I' - , b cur ... a.JE l .i ,1prJ..so .::: ::.~r:; us 1.,1., it~.;!, , _;_ i-1..-.l,l~ , an fl"'"· ... ....; . ,<¼ a.re orn 

into this nrison BECAUSE of our heritugo--a heritase result~nG 
from man's inability to overcooe tem~tation. We a re born into 
a. life surrolrnded by the invisi'lle '.-r~lls of SE:. 

For centuries mankind has sought a means of scalin~ the ~alls. 
Since man's first exr ·• lsion from the Garden of Eden it has be e n 
man's pri~ary aim to gain his freedom. There have been many efforts 
in reany different w~ys----and then a Man arose. Born into the life 
of the imprisoned·· -both s iritual and physical, born into a socioty 
imprisoned by the Roman Empire and a society imprisonedby tho wiles 
of sin. Ee arose from the task of a carpontor and became a toackar 
of Tovo and life. Eis '"'Urpose in life we.s to tear down the Iron 
Curtain---and as He hung upon that symbol of torture lie cried out 
to llis father and the curtain was rent from top to bottom •••••• 

T~G walls no longer atnnd, but we ero born into that darkness . 
The dartkness engulfs our lives and makes us prisoners. But tho 
radiance of that Face as it hung upon the cross sends a piercing 
li::;h.t into the blacl-:ne3s to lead us into t:).e light. We are fot.md 
prisoners of sin, but we find a w~y open leading to o~r fre~dom. 
For such a priv~le~e of escape the world's millionaires would ransom 
the i r tr ea s u r c s if th e r e . :- - r e _ _._ c o the r .,.., n y •• b u ·t th o r e i s H -.. t. y- -
a wny open to all and the way is simple. 

The .'.-er is narrow, the puthvmy is,~ ·-nded by pitft"tlls, tu-t:; ·;·: o 
have a con~anion tc load us, an arm to l~~d upon. But our responsibility 



does not stop. We must make our mrn footsteps. 

As ~e travel from the darkness unto the light we reach into 
the unknown and take hold of the arm of faith. One e -,,-e have taken 
hold w~ must pu+ our entire trust in our leader. Ue must get our 
instr.uctions and adhere to them whc.lly; ·,;e IilUSt follow o.s we are led. 
T~o faith unon vhich we lean is of two distinct natures. We must 
Have faith ln Christ and His disciples--we must believe that He did 
live and that He went about doing good. We must beleive that He was 
God made man, that He did taste death and arose from the depths of 
the grave, and that He ,.,.as taken a·way unto Eis father to e.vrait our 
joining Him. We must have faith in the physical truth of Christ 
before we cau go any furthur. 

Once we have accepted the physical truth of our religion, we are 
then ready to accept the second phase. ~e must then accept the 
promises of Christ -- the promise of our redem~tion, we must then 
acce~t the Ruthority of His ITord. ~hen ve have accepted Christ and 
His teachings v e have a firm hold unon the arm of faitt. 

~e must not depend on our being led to freedom without exerting 
effort of our ov1n. · -ile cannot follovr in tho footsteps of :Bthers btlt 
we must make Ollr owi1 ·footprints. 

~e must keep ourselv 0 s assured that we ~re being led. ~e must 
talk with our leader. ~e must urosent Eim our nroblems for Eis 
advice, :·ihen 'He stunble --::rfJ must hold tip;hter. -We keep in contact 
through P~AYER. :re pay tribute to Him for His ijuidance and Care. 
Th e re can be no secrets separating us , there must be no forces 
ryullin~ us from Him. Je must become as one unit pulling together. 

As we conform to His rules and desiras, the pathway becomes clearer, 
the obstacles and pitfalls bocome visible and we find ourselves 
bathed in the light of His LOVE and ~ERCY. 

But we cannot rest on our laurels. ~e have our own work to do. 
~e ~ust be forever watchful to see that the lurking ualls of sin 
do ·.nt i .::1prison us. Our safeguard ac;ainst this is FAI1'Y, ;"i;i.TZ;"".d1'iJL 
j1 . .. ~ Y ,;;3. a1.1d 'iiORKS • 

Je muat let the light emanating from our own relationship with 
the Il6ly Sp irit shine forth as a beacon and hel; g~iCe others i~to 
the light of freedom. Our own light may help others take hold of 
the arm of Christ. ··.e must show love as we are lovwd by Christ. 
~e uust study His written word so that ~e may become more perfect. 
But our resnonsibilities fall into a pattern of joyful labor when 
~e have Christ ns our companion. 

AS .!'1: GROYi III GRACE wg ENCOUNTER BARRil~l1S 

We are turned from the way when we grow lax in enthusiasm. 
Wa must be enthusiastic toward others. We must be ready and eager 
to lead others and offer a helping hand. We must testify of LOVE 
and GOODNSSS that others might seek that which we have. CHRISTIAN 
LIVING MUST BE A FULL-TILlE JOB. No matter what occupations we are 
cneaged in there is a place for a spiritual partner. We cannot 
receivtthe full benefits afforded our lives without enthusiasm • 

. IJ are r-3tarded by CO}JFLLC1nJCY. /ie stop being concerned for 
others . we become stagnant in our spiritual endeavor and becoEo 
satisfjed with thin~s as there are. ~e stop ministering to those who 
naod us. ~e stop seeking a higher plane on which to stand and 



become satisfied to ,o;ive our r.dnireum to God. 7ie cannot grow this 
way, for the most we can do does not meet the standards Christ sets 
for us. 

;-:e have had our Iron Curts.in torn away, we have been freed fro.at 
our bonds. We have been given a new life. Now, we must work and 
work diligently that others may taste our freedom. 7e a.re bathed 
in the light of His ~race and this light must engulf others that 
~e may continue on the climb to brotherhood in Christ. 


