
DATE: Mey 3, 1970 

SUBJECT: HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 

How does your ~arden grow? I wes reared in e , rural, county sei:;it town 
as e. child end in thRt smell town etlmost every femily had e. plot 1?Jlo:t1!; 
side of the house encl this time of the yee-r ~rowing thin~s be~F,in to eppear 
in these ge.rden plots. And quite of~n you would heer people in conver­
sa.tion e.nd es they met on the streets, 'well how does your ~arden ~row?' 
A men's ~era en told an awfully lot e,bout himself. If the ~erde:n is rich 
w1 th hearty plA.nts then you know . that that person has used ~ood fertilizer , 
he h~s cared for the soil, he has nurturedtnhe growth of the plants that 
a.re plant ea there. If the rows are straight and the ground is not rocky 
then immedietely you know that here is someone who hes devotion in the 
~rowin~ of his ~erden. If weeds ~row it tells some.thin~ else. If the 
ground is rocky it tells even more. You could alweys tell en awfully lot 
a.bout $3, family by the crops they ~rew, whPt their ts.st es were a.ncl what they 
would be he.Yin~ on their table. A ~erden told an awl.fully lot about the 
family who lived in the house. How does your garclen ~row? 

You know, of course, now I/m not referrin~ to the garden plot a.longside 
your house, beceuse theBe e.re later times. We rarely see gBrden plots 
where e. family grows its vegeta.bles. Yet you are A garden tender, none­
theless. What ~rows in your ~erden is people. If were to come upon one 
r.lefinition of the femily that is unique ancl yet is as valio As any other, 
it would be a family is a growin~ pl.9ce. 

My wife 11 vea e 11 of her"':chilc'lhqoa years in the same house and there's one 
door jam unpainted over the yeers, where her father marked off her growth 
in hei~hth from yeer to year e.s she ~rew in steture. Many of you perheps 
heve records of your ~rowth. One thing is for certa.in, every chilo from the 
time of his birth is grsduiiily getting teller And taller ,;ind that ~rowth 
cannot be stunted until maturity has been reached. 

But more importantly there is the growin~ mind, the ~rowin~ character, the 
~rowing philosophy which becomes that child. And here comes the greetest 
importance that we can imagine thet any a.dult role the.t eny of us may ever 
assume - that of ~rowing people. Yount!; people inveribly ask,where is the 
action? We find meny avenues in life where action is to be identified. 
In the realm of science everyday we ere e,ma.zed by the e.ction, by whAt 's 
ha.ppening. In the realm of medicine, in all of the related worlds in 
which we enter there is e. time of acceleration and discovery unlike e.ny 
previous time. Someone said that e century ego, a men lived in essentially 
the same environment as his ~ra.ndfather; whereas todBy, seven years is eqw::i l 
to two centuries a century e.go. Action is certe,inly the stamp on this 
~enera.tion. But no action can measure up to what takes pla.ce within the 
family; here is where the action really is. 

The first seven ye~rs of e child's life will determine toe ~reat extent 
whE1t thRt child will become. Over the ye.~rs of our life we come under 
the influence of meny people. All of us ce.n number off those personalities 
who in one way or another has chan~ed our lives. Not one of them, or 
e 11 collectively• ca.n me~sure up to the influence thet a. parent hes upon a 
child in those first seven years. 
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My pprents tried hard to rear me eccordin~ to their conviction that I 
might become the adult that they wanted me to be. Quite frankly they 
fa.ilea at some points beca.use of the limitations of their own insights. 
The throu~ht structure upon which they had built some aspects of their 
thinking and philosophy. And yet those feelings the.t were en~endered 
in my life in those early yea.rs, ,:'hough intellectually I have been able 
to grow away from them, I cannot escape them they ere still there. 
Unfortunately, my parents were very prejudiced against the negro, being 
e southern family. Over the years it was unchanged e,nd I grew up with 
those §e.me feelings until I became eble to think as a mature adult e,nd 
I bet;an to react si.~ainst th@.t pa.rt of my early life. Anc1 yet there Fire 
still scars in my thinking and in my life the.t I ha.ve not been able to 
escape bece,use of thoee years. Whet e. child become to a great extent 
is what we as parents put in it. 

Goer,!;e R. Stuart we.s onethf t>he gree.t men of the Methodist Church, over 
the years. He we.s a. member of Holston Conference. When he died he we.s 
pastor of First Church of Birminghem. Reco~nizea by such love end devotion 
thet on the day of his death the city of Birminl!;ha.m observed an- official 
dey of mourni~. If you ever visit Lake Junsluska you'll see the great 
audttorium there tha.t bears his neme. George R. Stuert said that not one 
person in bis pdult years hes ever gone wrong but thet it cen be treced 
to something thet was lacking in his home. Now I I m not sure ths.t we 
could get e.~reement from s,11 family councelors or physiochologists on th!s 
obs:e:Fvation, yet e.t the s13me time we do reco~nized that is the tiny fiscures 
or thoslf veccums. left in the nurture of our children that ultima.tely become 
6he core spots in their adult years. 

When Lee Osws.ld essa.cinated John F. Kennedy, the news m@~azines began to 
tre,ce back his life through his childhood and to show there the fe'dllure of 
his parents that went to a great length in making him the adult thet he 
bece.me. When Mf!rtin Luther Kint; was e.ssacine.tea, the story wes ell over 
a~ain as the news maga.zines tra,ced be.ck into his early childhood yea.rs e.nd 
pointed out things tha.t ultimately made him into the adult that he became. 
The family remains as the most important unit in any society. How it 
distresses us to see in these de.ys the emphasis drifted from the fe.mily 
and put elsewhere. The dees, the desentegration of those holes within 
the fa.mily unit, that makes it now a loosely organized group, re.ther than 
the fAmily that P?'evious genere.tions hPve known. 

One hundred yeers ~1.go, 1870, statics showed that one out of every 3.5 
marriages enc1ed in the break-up of the home. Now one hundred years later, 
stF-1tics show th,=,t one out of five me.rriages ends with the break-up of the 
home. Its 13 disturbing trend, e disturbinP.; tendency to see that one solid 
factor a.t the heart of our nption beginning to wee.ken and dissentegra.te. 
There was a. noted spee.ker who ga.ve en e.ddress here in Getlinburg e, short 
time ~~o, his subject was .Americe . .50 yea.rs from now. He talked about the 
family. He said 50 years from now the family es we know it will no lon~er 
be in existance. But there will be contrA.cts ~ood only .for .5 years e.t a 
time enc at the end of every .5 the family can reunit itself for another 5 
years or if they so choose it automaticelly becomes dissolved. No need for 
divorce, no need for le~el e.ction, it simply becomes a non-entity. If this 
should ever occur, then we are destroyed. For the family is the basic unity 
of ~rowth and discipline and love and understand.in~. 
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Henry Gra.dy is the South's greatest orator Ernd newspa.per editor. He has 
left a great le~acy of this thou~hts and insi~hts. He told on one occe.sion 
of the first trip that he made to our nPtions capitol. He said he wandered 
up and down throu~h the maze of the streets of Washington, untilhe came to 
the nation's ca.pitol. He stood there, unashe.medly, tea.rs ren down his 
check as he looked upon this gree.t ediface end in his heart he murmured, 
here lies the sould of America. Here are the roots of our greatness. He 
stood there almost hypnotically fore lont; time remindin~ himself of the 
~reat ideals upon which this nation is built and which sustaine it. And 
all the while, his eyes ca.rried him to the ce.pitol, here is the symbol of 
all that is ~reat in America.. He saia as he returned back to his home there 
was a great surge of patriotism thPt ran throu~h his body, it lingered for 
days and even weeks. On one particular day he was forced to stay overni~ht 
in a. farm home and es wes the custom in those deys without inns end without 
good hi~hw~.ys, travelers were forced to take lodging overni~ht in Fl strange 
home. He sou~ht out lo~:~ing in this farm home, he sat at the t@ble the.t 
evening e.nd Pte the food that had been rigged from the labors in thpt home. 
After the dinner the father celled them to~ether before the hearth end they 
set talkin~,sh~rin~. He listened as they included him in this close portion 
of their fa.mily experience. After awhile as tt just bege.n to grow gray 
outside 1:md e time- in which his ectivity was just be~inning, the father 
e.nnounced thBt it was time to go to bed. And silently they all welted 
while the father reached up to the mantle s::i.nd puliea down the old Bible 
and he put it 0!-1 his lap, lifted the glesses from the ta.ble and began to 
re~d from the Blble. And after he had finished, it Wl':!S almost es if a 
signal ha.a been given each member of that fe..mily uttered a short prayer 
e,na then silently ee,ch traced his way to his bedro:om. He WAS forced him­
self to go the the place that had ~een prepared for him, since it was the 
cuttom for all to to to bed. Ana it being so eerly thet he seid he couldn't 
sleep the,t night, he se.id the.t he went to bed but he laid there end tossed 
upon the bed and thought. And his mind reced be.ck to that experience e few 
weeks ago in the nation's capitol. Then he renrembered wha.t he had experience 
these pa.st minutes a.nd he s~ia in that moment I shook my hea.d ana se.id, "No, 
the na.tinn 1 s capitol is not the repository of America's greatness." The 
gre,;i.tness of America. is in her families. He never forgot that, it oocured 
over F.J,nd over ege in in his wri tin~s in what makes America ~reat. The 
smlide.ri ty of her families. 

We fa.ce critioel times F.ts there's A gap of underste.nding between perents 
e,nd children. We te.lk es though its a phenomiria. of this de.y but its e.lways 
existed, the seperetion of ideBs end concepts; but it is exag~erated today 
beca.use we are living in exaggerated times. When I was a lR..d just the 1ige 
of my son every Saturday morning t=1t 10: 00 I ·would go to the neighborhood 
theatre, I would go in and wetch LBuck Jones end Gene Autrey and Hoot 
Gibson replay the same old plots over and over ega.in. All the neighborhood 
children would gather together and we would wee.r our guns a.nd holster on 
our hips into the movie house. We woua.a sit there until 5:00 in the 
evenine; wa,tching the seme movie over end over e.ga.in, month in end month 
out. My father could ettend one of those movies e.nd then we would never 
have a.ny separation of interests to talk about because I never gr,9duated 
to a higher l~vel everything was always the same. But if one of you 
fathers has some time on ha.nd on Se.turdey morning, sit down And watch whet 
your children watch on television. And by the next week your completely 
out of step with them. They are living in a time of chenge, pro~ression 
exposure to things thet me,ny of us never dreemed of ena a.t that very basic 
point we're already out of communication with one another. 
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When I was in hi~h school the worst thin~ that could happen toe. boy was 
to be caught smoking a cigarette behind the gymnasium and then he was sent 
home for three days. How meny parents today wish that were the worse 
thin~ to which their children were exposed. Schools thet usea to put on 
programs for children of direction in the clAssic ways now are A.ddressin~ 
themselves to drugs. e,nd deadly destructive forms that a.re now cripplin~ 
our children. Its hl3rd to be in communicetion because we a.re standing at 
such different ve.nta.~e points and yet while we look at it simply from one 
extreme we need to realize th~.t there needs to be understana in~ from both 
ends. There's an equal respnnsibility on the pert of chilaren to under­
stand the culture and the social critique out of which his parents stepped. 
As well as the parents to understand, my children ci:mnot abide by the sAme 
form by which I was nurtured and reared. Oh, when we would reestablish 
the home in America to wha,t it WP.nted to be, we could plece an old merble 
top table in the 11 ving room, put a. family Bible on top of it, hen.!; e. 
moto over that mantle which reads: 'With lovin~ stitches, home sweet 
home.' We could drap about our mother's shoulder a hancl woven shawl 
and sey we've restructured the American home. It/1'. s foolish to think in 
terms such as those. It's ~ood for a Christma.s ca.rd, fore. birthaa.y card, 
it's ~ood for a Thanks~iving card or a mother's day card; it's good to 
dream about but it isn't real a.nd we ce.n't establish the .American home 
on such a superfacial basis as that. We've ~ot to ~et with it to rea­
lize thPt l're are li vin~ in an Atomic e.t",e, ve,lues have shifted, norms are 
not the seme, there has to be communication or there is alienetion. 
Action needs to be te,ken off the streets ana put into the homes where 
life is re~.lly formed e.nd shaped and molded. 

When I w,;is a student a.t the University the men raced over to the women's 
dorms and raided them and it ~ot the front pa~e cover. But look what's 
happened a.t Yale University just this week. Ana how many times wer are 
re-exposed to Berkl~y and other pro~ressive universities throu~hout our 
land. Not e time of denouncement but of unc'lerstl3ndin~ emd re-creation, 
restructurin~. 

I quoted Geor~e R. Stuart a moment a~o, let me tell you somethin~ else he 
said. George R. Stuart said that the A'TJ.erican femily was the one unit 
where ideals, life and meanin~ a.re developed and preserved. He said 
that when he was pastor of Cent:anary Church in ChP.ttanooga thet he 
stepped outside one day a.nd he saw an old cow lumberin~ aown the street. 
No one was proddin~ her, no one we.s lea.din~ her she was just wal:kint alont;. 
Then he noticed that just in front of her was s wa.~on, he walked over and 
examined 1 t ca.refully and he saw that a calf was tied in that wa~on. 
Tha.t cow was followin~ the calf wherever 1 t went. Even thou~h it was in 
stran~e places, even though it mi~ht enden~er her own welfare, she WPS 
unconcerned about that. She knew only that her calf was bein~ led away 
and she was followin~ close behind. He said that he looked up and he sew 
three boys longeing in front of e plE1ce of questionable reputation a.nd 
he thout;ht, that cow loves her calf more than the mother loves these 
children. She is concerned to know where her celf is. One of the area 
television stations flashes on the serene at 11:00, rDo you know wh~Ee 
your children are?" Quite frankly, many don't. 
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Unfortunetely, I'm ~oin~ to heve to compress whet I wanted to sey because 
of le.ck of time. Simply to brin~ in two reins upon which our thou~hts 
can h~ng. One is that we must revitalize the home to become the place of 
~rowth An.d nurture as it ou~ht to be. It cen be a one if we will re­
establish the concept of authority. There has to be authority in 911 of 
life. We cannot escape it. I would not dere stand in the pulpit of any 
church if I were independent of e .. uthority. We must be led by the authority 
of revelation and by the authority of my church superiors. I would not 
dare sta.na there on my euthori ty a.lone. The world sannot exist without 
authority. It is that which ~ives meenin~ to all of life. When we cry 
out for freedom~today what we I re reE'llly se.yin~ most of a 11 is looseness, 
turn me loose, let me ~o, let me wender, let me have no roots and thet 
will destroy anythi~. Everythin~ must have its roots. The family is 
the place of authority until one becomes so emotionaliy and intellectually 
me.ture that he cen take his ri~htful plece. This is not a cry to re­
instate the hickory switch to beat e child in the w~y in which he should 
~o; but to reco~nize thet there ere e fether fi~ure E1nc'! e mother figure 
that s,re valid throu~hout a.11 of history e.nd it must manifest i tsel:f -
this )permissiveness he.s tot to ~o. There hes to be e reesteblishment of 
purpose, of e.uthori ty. If the child does not leern i:;uthori ty in the 
home from his pa.rents, he will not respect euthori ty in the clp ssroom, 
he will not respect authority in society, he will not respect ~uthority 
in reli~ion. And ultimately his lPck of respect for authority will be 
his destruction. We are all ~ided by le:ws and we must reco,;nizecthose 
lElWS e.nd we must respect those lRws. 

But high handed authority is not whe.t we need ebove F'll else, we :aeed 
~uidance. Children, youth tode.y, cry hypocrecy. They Ask, 'why can I 
not smoke merijuene if my parents smoke ci~e_retts' end the pp.cka~e rei::ids 
this is harmful to your health. They've ~ot a point. Children, youth 
tode.y, say why cpn' t I experim~nt with dru~s, my parents drink and its 
no different, it's hallucinary and mind expendin~ and the possibility of 
becoming a.n elcoholic is just as dee.dly as becoming a dru~ e.ddict. And 
you know, they' re exactly right. We cent.t pre?.ch to young people tode.y 
because they heve rejected preachin~. But we cem ~uid, we cen leed, we 
can show thB.t we have embre.ced idaels th8t are represented in our 11 ves 
and beg them by our exemple to embrAce those ideals as well. No child 
in his right mind will teke the advice of his father to do somethin~, 
when in turn he sees his father flaunting that same authority and that 
same rule. So the real cry for the re-establishment of the principles 
of the American home and the solidity of chAra.cter Bevelopment within the 
Americen home is the. t we become exs,mples rather then authoritative voices. 
And just as e. child will put on his father's shoes ana his mother's hat, 
e. child will to a gree.t extent put on his father's cha.rActer and his 
mother's ideAls. 

Look at your home, how does your gi?rd en ~row? Full of weeds, e.nd 
crooked rows, stones lyin~ ell about. Or hF:ive you put love into the 
soil, euthority into its nurture and reli~ion into its fiber. 

Let us prey. 


