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SUBJECT: "BRIDGE OVER TROUBLE!) \~ATER~' 

In 13 lor.ely new Enp;lFinc church yerrl there le-Ans a wePther-bePten hei:ic'I 
stone over P forgotten gr8ve. In letters hardly rePc1eble becP.use of the 
2ge there is recorcec'I the nBme of P m~n, the cPte of his birth, the dP.te 
of his r ePth Pno the E' imple eµAteth, 11He builds bridges." Ch, the dr8me 

\ 
of those worcl s. To be P builo er of bridges, to sp:=ma from two points that 
are sepP.r8ted ?nc'l bring them together. H!'!>rclly any phrase can enter into 
our imagirn:>.tion end construe more possibilities Pnd potentialities th?n to 
builo bridges. 11 few yePrs ·qgo I li vea in E:ight of P TVA dFJm thPt WP. s 
beirnx built. Ano coersing r-i long the ro~c in the VP lley you coulc:1 look 
up to the pei.?k of A sprAwlinp.- hillside r:>nd see P bric1 ge ref' chinp- out into 
spAce ?nd on the opposite hillside W8S P bric'lge reAching out from it. 
It seemed so incon~ress to see A bridpe suspendecl so high over such.P 
wic1e velley and yet the bric'!ge wes being built Pncl then one dPy it WPS 

ftnishec1. The dam WA,S closed, the wAter rose P-nd now pa·ssing over th1:1t 
bridp.:e one is :not ·ev:en 8aware that he is pessinp:: over a. former velley 
its Pll one together, e briage brought together two mountain top Bnc'I made 
them one. We've heel A lot of full moons these pBst few riights. I ron't 
know if you other love:rs hPve noticea them or :not, but they hr:>ve bee:ri 
beRutiful. It 1 8 hArf to iIDA?ive th~t on thRt b0r~n star there Pre foot­
prints of 8 m,c,n left there be A stron:=rn:nte from this eF¼rth. Unbeli ev~ble, 
:vet we heve spPncl the systems thPt once sepl=lr.e1teo, thPt mPr:i never ch:>ePme.a 
woula be closea Rno yet m0n reechen out Pna spPn thPt emptiness of s~ce 
until we hPve 0iscoveree1 the mysterie~ of the moon we knor,r thPt is r1O 

longer green cheese. Bric'l~es everywhere, er,,gulfe0 to be 1rePchec1. 

Simor: ano Garfulkle' s latest song if "Bridge over Troublea i.,r,.,,ters," 
We know those troublec1 WPters, we know those gP.ps. How despArl?tely 1,re 
need to ciscover the bringes thet will bre1:ch the gRp Pcr.oss the troubled 
wPters, for we live in en ~mxiety of PD f'¼p;e thi:>t is rumblinp'. ::-na trembling 
all ebout us. Troubled weters such PS we heve never know before. SocQety 
rumbling and trembling with the threPt of drugs And violence. Of course, 
'tl•henever you mention the thre!3t of drugs ,:,no violence todl?y there is always 
someone re,:,c'ly to put you clown by saying it's A.lWPYS been this 11.rpy, "'e've 
just getting c'listurbea over it now. /\rd in B sense thet is quite true. 
You c8n pick up e perioclic~l of years ago ena rea~ of the s0me threRts 

end the same fore boo in.a;s thi::it we are tP lking about no1,r. It's true m,;,:r, 
hes PlWRys been plegued by drugs encl violence. Shortly Pfter we entered 
into the atomic age it was e. common thing to be W8rnea of possible etomic 
Aniletion F.>.nd there wt=is PhTPYS someone 11rho could stenc'I up with prie1e 8nd 
SAY, 11 Yes, they t~ lked 0bout Bniletion when cynemi te wFJ s c. iscoverecl too." 
But there's e clifference, you see. Dyn~mite cBn't, the t:itomic bomb cA:n. 
Ano the c istreT•r::dng things 0bout violence Anc'l f!rugs is not the fp.ct the.t • 
it is being done P.s it h~s l=llWPYs been done, but that society is e,ccel'.>ting 
it And thAt m8kes the aifference. 

When I r,JF• s A small lec'l, in our neighborhood thei::, tre ori S,ei tu:raPy there 
wi:is usuPlly an Rdvertisement on Seturc'LAy m::ftl!!xmM night there WPS Pri 
.ocvertisement of 9 midnight show for Adults only. Inw~r1Pble imp intecl 
on those posters would be the secret sin of mPriju1?nP. It's no longer 
there, we a.re te.lking openly about mp.king it letr.J?l because it• s :no more 
h~rmful th$'!n e sociAl drink, so why keep it in 8 clArkenea corner. 
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And yet those of the medical profession who a.re not looking it from A moral 
stenapoint, continue to W8rn of the dev:,,sta.tion thF.1.t twists the mind Bnd 
chP:nges the chemicAl posture of our minds. We pretend not to listen. 

I sew a movie last week, "The People N0xt Door." I wish they hao left 
out some of the nude scene so that it could have been for a generAl 
sucl ience to bring in the young people. Nothing could he.ve been a greater 
lesson of life than to be measured up es to whe.t C!:ln hPppen to P persori 
under the influence of drugs. It wesn 1 t prepching 0 sermon either, it 
wes simply telling it like it was. Ana we crinched PS we stood outside 
w9iting for those who had seen the e~rlier show to file out, we commented 
upon the look on their fp,ces. They haa experienced something that we.s 
real. A young p·irl whose life wes completely destroyed through ~ru~s. 
But unclerlying th,.,,t was t=i constAnt .ciwAreness of why she wes taking drugs. 
Ana it was beceuse of 0 family rel0tionship th9t she coula not accept. 
The cry that so mr-iny younp:- people 1?re leveling p,gi:i inst the false cry of 
hypocrPcy,~~R±Est fRlse stPndArds, the ~lien~tion of Rffections, the 
pretentions Pna she couldn't live under th~t burden end she turned to 
drugs for esc.ci.pe. There's a c iff er enc e between the person who turne to 
drugs for P kick P.nd the person who turns to drugs for excepe. For those 
who i:ire looking for 1ricks ~re going to find it f!Omewhere, there I s symppthy 
for them when they fall but yet Pt the same time it does not reflect P-n 
PliE!)n envi'ronment in which they El.re trying to live but for those who turn 
to drugs out of ~n escape out of a relationship that they cennot .13ccept -
then how despar.i:;i.tely we neea to right th-:>t environment, that reletbnship. 

There's the troubled WBter of the aeteriotir.g environment, a destruction 
of the world th~t Goa cree.ted in a.11 of its ms j esty Pnd beauty PnC put 
into our care 8.nd lobk how we have preverted that responsibility. Look 
how ,;,re a.re destroying the most wonderful things thA.t heve ever been put 
into ou:r care, denying generations that follow the "aery besics of life. 
I rePd an Prticle not too long ego w~rning us that as we spread more 
ssphault over the f.ace of the lBnc we ~re cutting out mx~~EEXXN~tx~KX 
vegete.tion th.Pt puts oxygen back into the e.ir. And if this rate continues 
with the growth of popula.tion the time will come when people will ga.sp for 
oxygen anrl there will not be any there to breath. 

I 8PW Tennessee pl~y SMU yesterdr:iy. It is strBnge that my mind could 
even heve wond erec to -9ny other thought there as I -r,.ralked to the sted i urn 
with Pnticipiitton for thAt gPme because you know whs.t an P-vid sports fGn 
I ,;im. But this W8 s my r- lm~ metr.e Pno I hean' t been there in some time r.>nd 
ws:iil.kinp: through the campus I remembered every trP.11 i::inc I lookec'l down the 
hillside .i:it the strei3m that rari a own through the cPmpus. Bee.utiful trees, 
the grP ss wi=is green end the stream WP. s just like it wi=i s when I wi:1s there, 
littered with cens, styrofoam cups, bubbled refuge. Hundred r.:ind thousp.nds 
of aollers spent upon be1c1utifying en environment when the neturP-1 
aspects of beauty~~s bein~ destroyed by the cerelessness of other people. 
I bought a piece of lPn<'! here nePr the great Smokies ~na I• ve said more 
th~n A.nything else I want a pli=ice in years to come where my children can 
get l'iWF.IY from the smog end pollution e..nd go into s.n environment that hPs 
been preserved for posterity where nature can express itself R.S God 
cree ted it. There we s a nearby streBm coming out of the mounte,ins that 
e ro1?.td followed p.nd up on that stream at $Cl distance is a paper mill thet 
throws its refuge into what could be a beautiful mountain stre8m filled 
with trout Prid now it's~ boiling celdron of industri~l waste. Ana 
thPt' s one of our .troubled waters. 
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And the troubled wet er iE' the f ermentP. tio:r:i of ic'l ef! ls e:ricl more ls in life. 
Time once WPS when ve set hi~h ~t0 ndqr~s for our thou~hts, when we resuected 
those who reechea for the stars who ~rePmecl of better wpys ena better 
things. Now we hAVe ACClPmetec'l ourself to P society that tPkes the beser 
elements of life, the commonpla.ce of life Anc:'I accepts 1 t es the :rior.tnP 1, 
no longer to be moveo Away from but to be W8ltzea in end 8ccepteo. EthicPl 
reletionships today are on 0 low level ena vTe can't preteria it to be 
otherwise. &tBtistics constantly brin~ us to our feet in Pn understRncling 
of the fact thi::it we no longer honor indivic.'!ual life, in the wey th1=1t we 
oup:ht iri the way thFJt once we clic1. Intimate reletionships before marriaP.:e 
to c'lestroy the sanctaty of the institution when it occurs. The use of 
vile end obscene la.ng!'luqge in public by i:rroups thet profess to be workirig 
for a better r!:lce of men. In the committee set up by the president to 
investigBte phono~raphic mP.teriPls, it re?orts 1 let 1 s let them flooc'l through 
like it's the new bomb of Gilli~0. 11 Well, bePutiful thou,i:rhts ere too 
treesurec to be reulacec1 by vile enc obscene thinp:s. To think that we heve 
to tAke the bPsest emot1oris of men ano let it replPce the purest emotions 
thAt we coulcl possibly have. ~he~ I•~ tPlkina to younp people About the 
use of arugs Einc' obsceneties Pricl poor ethical reletionships, I know thet 
they Pre not Foin~ to listeri to~ morPlizing voice Rnc so I take the next 
best thini:r er.fl thF>t is to shame them. To sp,y, 0 o you hpve no l!liP:her :reg-arc! 
for yourself thPt to be so lo1'r 1:r the level of your thinkinp:: R.nd your 
l:l 8Piri:-tions, bec~nJf=! e 1=1n;vboay cPn be obscene, i=inybo0y cPri be vulger, t"nyboay 
cP.n be sexu:::-lly promisquious. /me! the fPct is th"'t the gre~te~t co:ncentr~­
tiori of the_t is still in the gutter. You 1 ve got your choice beh1een P 

rnountPin top ~nc'l P gutter, if you WP~t to choose the P:utter you can P:rcl that 
is one of the troubled w8ters. 

Ana one of our troubled WPters is wPr. For P while we were ricing high 
on the coett8ils of the Viet:nr,3m w~r but now it doesn't look ouite so 
overwhelrriing v1Ti th the plight of the middle eest, highj~cki:np-. I noticed 
in yesterde.y' s paper where B1 lly GrahAm prea icted thAt there 1-roulc" be 
more ana more kiclri~pping of high officiRls by extremeists groups. ~rid 
ore wonders how we will respono to these threPts to our WP.Y of life in 
light of the WAY thBt we hHve responc'lecl Pll reacly iri trying to unc1ersti:>nd, 
Ana pPt them on the beck ancl SAY go to it buddy, you're ~anttn~ a better 
way of life for us all. There hes ~lweys been thBt element of life ir, 
society but now we are Pccepting it P!lcl gi virig them streng·th Pnd adding 
fuel. 11,)..,,r is not inteJ"riPt ionA 1 WPJ" but soc iq 1 wPrs thA t ere constantly 
burning un with ~rePter intensity ena we con loose it oll. There Pre 
more troubleo WPters, oncl 1:ncHvinusl nroblems. 

/1 s mPr.y i:nc'l ivic"ue ls tho t exist there is thP t qccuIPulPtion of problems tha.t 
o:r~ uniquely our own Pricl the8e Pre the problems thPt 1,rn fp<12~every r.Py 
We hove o tenclency to pour oil ori trouble('! wAters ~nc it 11,rorked. It 
csme PS quite P. surprise to me to leRr:ri thot this WPS not just Pn 
errpty expression. You cP:ri pour t<'!:>ter on troublec'l wPters i:>nd they ,;.rill 
subsic1e Dyic, be CPlm P.S lonp: ~R the oil lies on the surface. r.:1:1ny of 
the w~ys in which we Pre trying to re8ct to the problews of todPy, 
spirituolly eRpeci~lly but socially ~swell, the wpy ln ~hich we try to 
rePct ts · to pour oil on the wPters RTid for A ~omentf it works. The~ 
the TlfP.ters become troublec1 ogpin 1,s the oil subsides a.nc1 we discover 
in life that the more oil you pour the more it te~es the next time Bnd 
there's e pollution of oil upon the troublea waters of trying to solve 
the sociPl and nn1i~1cA1 ills of our time. 
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What we need 8.re bridges to sp@n the troibled wi=iters to rise to ,;i level 
a.bove them, where they do not threRten where we cPn move PpArt from the 
troubled waters until they a.re no longer R thre1.?t to ever;ifthing that is 
holy and cleA-r. We neea to spFtn thli:l.t gulf that is between our re81 selves 
8nd our potentials. But wh1=1t ever else might be seid, the problem ultimatelt\ 
rests upon everyone of us thet we indivicluplly respond tn the wpy thRt I 
we ought And when we do then the ~ccuiliulation of ~11 our respon~es then 
make for e great movement. It troubles me the.t those that hPve the greatest 
eve.ngelistic zei:i.l todRy for change Are these militant groups who t£'1ke the 
problem by the horns Rnd they mBke e mark upon society OCEixtkE~xm~kEx~xm~xkx 
in spite of their smi;ill numbers. While m9ny of us rest complacently b~ck 
end say it is not a threRt at ell, it will p8ss it is just R pPper dragon. 
Don't get upset about it. They SP.Y thot when Pompey Wt:\S covered with lAve. 
from the eruption of Vesuvius, thPt the older Plimi And they begged him to 
le~ve the city Pno fleP for his safety but he thought it was just a threat 
i?nd nothing vTs:,s goinp: to heppen and he was buried f-'llive. It's P m~tter of 
truth but those who hi::ive the greBtest we8.pons :=it their disposPl todPy for 
bringing 0 better and more orderly society out of the coldrin of unrest, 
distrust and oisrest the.t we hi:ive in ou:r world todB.y, Are those who sleep 
soundly while it is hPppenirir;. We need to discover the potentiAl th:t God 
put into our lives irnr let it become t)f' express ion of our lives to reach 
tow!:>ra the potentit:i 1 that we can be. 

I P.lways thi~k when I look Pt P child that is just born. Think of the 
potentiel with ~hich this child hAs been crePtea. Knowing full well thst 
over the years there will be those who rise up to disect one pote:ntiAl from 
another, to dwarf to disturb, to change- to twist - to modify. Until 
thet child born with full potentiel will come to the end of his life ~na 
look back end say why dia I f"'il, if only I hpd the chi:ince all over age.in 
ano we are All going to be saying th~t. Beceuse we heve not reechea our 
full potentiAl. 

Leo To'ful.soil cPme to the midc:'lle years of his life, he hi=id m1?c'le P greet impscr­
upon the world. And yet he wrote, "I've come to a pl::;ce in my life i:n 
which I am forced to write, 'what good is it all& where em I leading and 
whs.t oia my life count for.'" Anr:- he ente:i:-ea into i:i:n Rrid Ph.!=lse of his life 
when he was uneble to produce, when he could only 8Sk the question over 
Pnc1 over a.gein that refused to h~ve :;in answer. Then five years l:=iter 
wri tirig Fl.bout it he sF.l.id, 11 It lea me to my conversion. \.l.'e neea to breAch 
the gulf of what r,;re 8re and whi;,t we cBn potenti.0 lly be. And we neea to 
build e bridge to brePch the gulf bet~een our rePl world Bna our potenti~l 
worlr. Robert Kermeay SB.id, "Some look ,:it things the WPY th~y Pre ana Pkk, 
1why? 1 • I look pt thinp-s they WPY thPt could be r:,ncl P.Sk, 1Why not.'" 

We h~ve 0 potentiPl for P world that so f"r surpPsses the imeginetion, that 
we carmot begin to comprehena the fullness of wh?. t we could ao if our world 
rei:>ched the potenti~l thp,t it is cPpPble of. Yet we i:>re content to rem.CJ in 
fp~ back. to be Pt~ level very epsy to stop ?nd to cePse our progress. 

p8 ul s0 icl, 11 1 nress forwarc.." H01,T 0 ePpPr~tely that reeds to become the 
credo of our lives, to presR forwPrc'i rP.·ther thPri to arrest our progress. 
we become compl0cent with the way thin~s ~re gna ~ccent the~ PR the 
co~monnlace Rnd lose the vision of P world that CP11 be ch~ngea, trans­
formef-by urogress. This is whPt he tRlke~ About. Ha stbod ~t J~rRsPulem 
At the brink of thpt gre2t city, the greetest in thPt whole province in 
his dpy, here w~s the culminPtion of everything th~t WPS gooa, everything 
thet WRS vitPl, evetythinF th8t WA8 rich. He stood looking over the city 
end he s~w whPt it reRlly was Pnd the Bible S?i~ thet tears coursed down 
his cheelrn AS he wept, "Oh, JerAseulem, Jl'>rPsPulem, if only you knew the 
things thPt could be yours." I wonder if the grePt rF.lin storms of this 
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aey Are not the shed tePrs of Christ over P worla of such potential, 
but R potential that is never being Aav~ncea. ~e ~eed to build R bridge 
from the visible world to the invisible worlr.. Jpsus sPid th~t the things 
thAt Pre reAlly import::mt are the thinp:s thpt Pre re!->lly unseen. Yet our 
energies are put toward the g8ininF of those things thet Are seen. Those 
thins,:s thBt are readily hPndF.lble, th1?t which is PYJ emotioni=il response to 
our physicRl deeds. How fer we heve progressed in gaining for ourselves 
a material way of life thPt fer surpesses th.,,t of our f?.thers. Yet how 
we hPVe drBgged our feet in spiritual {!.Pin of persuit. Th8t world th:=it is 
essentiAlly real AS opposed to the world of reality which is essentiRlly 
artificiAl. ~,r minds need to explore within the reRlm of the spirit. 
There 8re the re-81 forces thHt cl?n trPnsform this world into whRt it ought 
to be. 

A builder of bridges, whPt Pn exciting thought in the liFht of a world thPt 
is gPinin~ more ~ulf, experiencing greater ~nd more intense brea6hes. 
It means thPt we discover ourselves first of oll and project thPt self 8t 
the point of the reel needs of the world. 

Roy Nell Smith tola Pbout coming out of ~:n impoverished childhood. It 
WRS P hArd thin~ for his f0mily to eRve money to sena him ~wpy to school. 
B,,t wh8t pride the:re WPS i:n his fi:>hters f~ce t'h'-lt the dPy came thet he 
went r=iwf3y to school for the first time. A p:r.i vilep:e that h!?c! not been 
efforded either of them ena now bicPriouiiy they were going to experience 
it throuFh their son. Ana he seid ~e CPme home for the first holid8y and 
se id he went WP lking with his f$=lther .Ana SP id thi:>t 1t-rhile he w0 s .At school 
he h?d joinea the trPck teflm Pnd thot he hP.d set P new recorc with the 
broad jump. Aria all th8t he could tF'llk ~bout wes the brQPO jump thPt he 
hed jumped while he w0s 8t college. His father didn't SAY a word for a 
long time es they w~lked out over the prPi·re ::,i:na suddenly a jack r8bbit 
jUIPPed up r-ind the f0 ther SB io , "Son, thpt jpck rf! bbi t jumped P lot further 
thi:_rn your broF.>d jump and he never went to college. 11 Anc1 Roy E:irni th se. id, 
"I begpn to think .About things thet were re~lly importPnt 8nd they chanp:ed 
my life and perspective. Little bridges thRt maRe the WPY for big bridges. 

And now this. Here Pre the troubled wR.ters, we a espFira.tely need builders 
of bridges. Are you one? 

Let us pray. 


