CATE: Ceptember "0, 1670
SUBJECT: "BRIDGE CVER TRCUBLEL WATERY

In 2 lorely new Englené church yerd there leans a westher-besten head
stone over = forgotten grave, In letters hardly resdeble becsuse of the
2ge there 1s recorded the nsme of 2 man, the d=2te of his birth, the dete
of his desth 2nd the cimple epateth, "He builds bridges." GCh, the dramse
of those words. To be 2 bullder of bridges, to spand from two points that
are separated snd bring them tceogether. Herdly any phrase can enter into
our imaginetion and construe more posgibilities snd potentialities than to
build bridges. A few yesrs ago I lived ir sight of » TVA dem that was
beine built. Anéd coarsing m2long the rosd in the velley you could lock

up to the pezk of a sprawling hillside snd see 2 bridge resching out into
space 2nd on the opposite hillside wes 2 bridge resching out from it,

It ceemed =0 incongress to see & bridee suspended =so high over such .=
wide velley and yet the bridge wee belng built 2nd then one desy it wes
finished. The dam was closed, the water rose a2nd now passing over that
bridee one is not ®ven saware that he 1s passing over a former valley

its 211 one together, s bridge brought together two mountain top =2nd made
them one., We've had = lot of full moons these past few nights. I Adon't
know 1f you other lovers hsve noticed them or not, but they heve been
beautiful, It's hard to imsglrne thet on th=at bsren =tsr there =re foot-
prints of & msn left there be zstronaunts from this earth. Unbelievable,
vet we have spend the systems thet once separsted, that man never dresmed
would be closed and yet men resched out 2nd spen thet emptiness of space
until we heve discovered the mysteries of the moon we know thet is ro
longer green cheecse, EBridges everywhere, ergulfed to be Iresched.

Simor and Garfulkle's latest song if "Bridge over Troubled Weters,"
We know those troubled weters, we know thoce geps. How desparstely we
need to dlscover the bridges thet will bresch the gap escross the troubled
weters, for we live in en z2nxiety of s»n age thet is rumbling 2nd trembling
all about us. Troubled waters such s we heve never know before. Sociéty
rumbling and trembling with the threet of drugs and violence. Cf course,
vhenever you mention the threst of drugs =2nd violence todey there is 2lways
comeone re=dy to put you down by saying it's alweys been this wey, we've
just getting disturbed over it now. Ard in 2 sencse thet is quite true.
You can pick up 2 periodiczl of years a2go and read of the same threats

and the s=2me forebodings that we are t2lking 2bout now, It's true men
has =2lweys been plagued by drugs 2nd violence. Shortly ofter we entered
into the atomic ege it was a common thing to be werned of possible etomlc
snilstion end there was olweys someone who could stend up with pride snd
say, "Yes, they telked sbout enilstion when dyrnamite was discovered too."
But there's 2 difference, you see. Dynsmite can't, the =2tomic bombh can.
And the distrewsing things about violence and drugs 1s not the fsct that
it is being done 28 it hag alwsye been dore, but thet society is accevting
it and that mekes the difference.

When I weas a small lad, in our neighborhood theatre or Saturdey there
wes usuelly an sdvertisement or Ssturdey zfkrrwse night there weas =2n
adverticement of 2 midnight show for adults only. Invarieble imp inted
on those posters would be the secret sin of msrijusns, It's no longer
there, we are telking openly about meking it les2l becsmnse it's no more
hearmful then a social drink, so why kéep it in = darkened corner.
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And yet those of the medical profession who are not looking it from s moral
stendpoint, continue to warn of the devemstatlion thet twists the mind 2nd
chenges the chemical posture of our minds. We pretend not to listen.

I sow 2 movie last week, "The People Next Door." 1 wish they had left
out some of the nude scene so that it could have been for z general
audience to bring in the young people. Nothing could have been a grester
lesgon of 1life than to be measured up 28 to what cen heppen to s persor
under the influence of drugs. It wasn't prezching & sermon either, it
was simply telling it like it was. And we crinched =8 we stood outside
weiting for those who had seen the earlier show to file out, we commented
upon the look on their feces. They had experienced something that wss
real., A young girl whose life was completely destroyed through drugs.
But underlying thet wzs s constent swasreness of why she was taking drugs.
And it wes beceuse of =2 famlly relstionshlp thet ghe could not accept.
The cry thet so meny young people 2re leveling egeinst the false cry of
hypocracy ,Xxxx¥rxk false stendsrds, the 2lienation of a2ffectiong, the
pretentions =nd she couldn't live under thet burden snd she turned to
drugs for escape. There's 2 difference between the person who turns to
drugs for = kick 2nd the person who turns to drugs for excape. For those
who sre looking for kicks =re going to find it comewhere, there's sympathy
for them when they fall but yet 2t the same time 1t does not reflect =n
alién environment in which they are trying to live but for those who turn
to drugs out of en escape out of 2 relationship that they cennot sccept -
then how desparately we need to right th-t environment, that relstbnship.

There's the troubled water of the deterioting environment, a destruction
of the world thst God crested in 2ll of its msejesty 2nd beauty =nd put
into our cere and lobk how we have preverted that responsibility. Look
how we are destroying the most wonderful things thst hsave ever been put
into our care, denying generations that follow the Tery besice of life.

I resd an erticle not too long =2go warning us thet as we spread more
asphault over the fdce of the land we s2re cutting out mxyxErxkkzExEnk
vegetation that puts oxygen back into the a2ir. And if this rate continues
with the growth of population the time will come when people will gasp for
oxygen and there will not be sany there to breath.

I saw Tennessee play SMU yesterday. I+ 1is stresnge that my mind could

even have wondered to any other thought there as I walked to the stedium
with =2nticipasion for that geme because you khow what an =svid sports fan
I sm. But this was my »1lms mstre sand I hadn't been there in some time »nd
walking through the campus I remembered every trail e2nd I looked down the
hilleide at the streem that ran down through the cempus. Besutiful trees,
the grsss wag green and the stream was just 1like 1t was when I was there,
littered with cans, styrofoem cups, bubbled refuge. Hundred =nd thoussnds
of dollars spent upon beautifying en environment when the natursl

aspecte of beauty wes being destroyed by the csrelessness of other people,
I bought 2 piece of leand here nesr the great Smokies =2nd I've said more
then anything else I want a plece in years to come where my children cen
get away from the smog 2nd pollution and go into an environment that hes
been preserved for posterity where nature can express itself as God
crested it. There wes a nearby stresm coming out of the mountsins that

s road followed and up on that stream at » distance is a paber mill thset
throws its refuge into what could be a beautiful mountain stresm filled
with trout snd now it's 2 boiling celdron of industriasl wesste, And

thet's one of our broubled waters,
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And the troubled wster is the fermentation of idesls and morels in life.
Time once wee when we set high stendsrds for our thoughts, when we resvected
those who resched for the stars who dresmed of better weys and better
things. Now we have sacclemeted ourself to o soclety that tekes the beser
elements of life, the commonplace of 1life and accepts it 2s the nrormel,

no longer to be moved =a2way from but to be weltzed in and esccepted. Ethicel
relstionships today are on =2 low level 2né wve can't pretend it to be
otherwise, Statistics constently bring us to our feet in en understanding
of the fact thet we no longer honor individual 1life, in the wey that we
ought in the way thet once we did, Intimete relstionshlps before marriagce
to destroy the sanctaty of the institutiorn when it occurs. The use of

vile 2nd obscene langeuage in public by groups thet profess to be working
for a better race of men. In the committee set up by the president to
investigeate phonographic meteriesls, it reports 'let's let them flood through
like it's the new bomb of Gillisd,¥ Well, besutiful thoughts 2re too
treasured to be revlaced by vile anéd obscene things. To think that we hsve
to teke the besest emotiors of men and let it replsce the purest emotions
that we could posgibly have., Vher I'm telkine to young peoble 2bout the
use of drugs ané obsceneties end poor ethiczl relstionships, I know thet
they 2re not going to listern to 2 morslizing voice sand so I take the next
best thing snd thet is to shame them. To g2y, do you heve no higher regard
for yourself thet to be so low ir the level of your thinking and your
aspiretions, becsuse 2nybody cen be obscene, anybody cen be vulgsr, snybody
can be sexuslly promisquious. And the fact is th~t the grestest concentra-
tion of that is gtill in the gutter. You've got your choice between e
mountein top and = gutter, if you went to choose the gutter you can sand that
is one of the troubled weaters.

And one of our troubled weters is wer., For 2 while we were riding high
on the coettails of the Vietnam war but now it doesn't look quite so
overwhelming with the plight of the middle esst, highjacking., I noticed
in yesterdey's paper where Billy Graham predicted thst there would be
more ard more kidnspping of high officials by extremeists groups. And
ore wonders how we will respond to thege thrests to our wey of life in
light of the way that we have responded o1l ready in trying to understesnd,
and pat them on the heck and s2y go to it buddy, you're wantine a better
way of life for us all. There hes 21lways been thaet element of life in
soclety but now we sre a2ccepting it end giving them strength 2nd =2dding
fuel., Wer is not interrstional wer but social wers that sre constantly
burning uo with eresater intensity and we ce¢en loose it =211, There sre
more troubled waters, 2nd individu=al oroblems.

As mery individuals thet exist there is thet accumulstion of problems that
2re uniauely our own snd these 2re the problems thet we fa®-every dey
We heve 2 tendency to pour oll or troubled waters =nd it worked., It
came 28 quite 2 surprise to me to leesrn thet this wes not just =2n

empty expression. You cahn pour water on troubled waters snd they will
subsicde 2né be ce2lm =25 long 28 the 01l lies on the surface, Neny of
the weys in which we 2re trylng to react to the problems of todey,
spirituslly especlielly but socially as well, the way in which we try to
reesct is to pour oil on the weters =2nd for s momentsit works. Then

the weters become troubled 2gein 2s the oil subsides sand we discover

in 1ife that the more 0il you pour the more it tekes the next time snd
there's 2 pollution of oil upon the troubled waters of trying to solve
the socisl and volitiecsl ills of our time.
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What we need are bridges to spen the trmbled weters to rise to 2 level
above them, where they do not thresten where we cen move epart from the
troubled wmaters until they are no longer 2 threst to evergthing that is
holy and dear, We need to span that gulf that is between our real selves
and our potentials. But what ever else might be se2id, the problem ultimatelw
rests upon everyone of us thet we individuelly respond in the wey thet

we ought and when we do then the accululation of 211 our responges then

make for 2 great movement. It troubles me that those that heve the greastest
evangelistic zeal todsy for change are these militant groups who teke the
problem by the horns and they maske 2 mark upon society ardxkikeEyxmmkexsxmzxikx
in spite of their small numbers. While many of us rest complacently beck
ond say it is not =2 threat ot all, it will pess it is just a peper dragon.
Don't get upset about it. They say thet when Pompey wes covered with lesva
from the eruption of Vesuvius, thet the older Plimi and they begged him to
leave the city 2nd fles for his safety but he thought it was just 2 threat
2nd nothing wes going to happen and he was buried 21live. It's 2 matter of
truth but those who have the grestest wespons 2t their dispossl todey for
bringing 2 better and more orderly society out of the coldrin of unrest,
distrust and disrest that we hsve in our world today, sre those who sleep
soundly while it is heppening, %We need to discover the potentisl tht God
put into our lives &nd let it become s expression of our lives to reach
towerd the potentisl that we can be,

I 21lways thirnk when I look ot =2 child that is just born. Think of the
potentizl with which this child hess been crested. Knowing full well thst
over the years there will be thoge who rise up to disect one potentisl from
another, to dwarf to disturb, to change- to twist - to modify. Until

that child born with full potentisl will come to the end of hies life and
look back and say why did I feil, if only I hed the chance all over agsain

and we are 21l golng to be saying thot. Becsuse we have not resched our
full potenti=al.

Leo Totlsoil ceme to the middle years of his 1life, he had mede » great impac+
upon the world. And yet he wrote, "I've come to a2 place in my life in
which I am forced to write, ' what good is it 211 where am I leading and
what did my life count for.'" And he entered into an arid Phese of his life
when he was unable to produce, when he could only 2sk the question over

and over agein that refused to have 2n answer., Then five years later
writing about it he said, "It led me to my conversion. We need to breach
the gulf of what we are and wh2t we can potentirlly be. And we need to
build & bridge to bresch the gulf between our resl world and our potentisl
worled. Robert Kennedy saild, "Some look =2t thlngs the way they sre and =kk,
twhy?'. I look =t things they wey thet could be sand =gk, 'Why not.'"

“e have a2 potentisl for = world that so fer surpersses the imaginstion, thet
we cennot begin to comprehend the fullness of whet we could do if our world
resched the potentisl thet it is cepable of., Yet we =re content to remsin
far back, to be a2t & level very essy to stop ond to cesse our progress,

Poul g2id, "I press forward." Hor desperetely thot reeds to become the
credo of our lives, to press forwerd rether then to s2rrest our progress,
e become complacent with the way things are snd accept them es the
commonplace 2nd lose the vision of 2 world thet c¢an be chenged, trans-
formed by vprogress. Thig is whet he talked 2bout. He stéod =t Jerassulem
2t the brink of thst grest city, the erestest in thst whole province in
his dey, here wag the culminestion of everything th-t wes good, everything
thet wees vitel, everything thet wess rich. He stood looking over the city
and he ssw whet it reaslly was #nd the Bible s2id that tears coursed down
his cheeks =25 he wept, "Ch, Jerassulem, Jersssulem, 1f only you knew the
things thet could be yours." I wonder if the grest rain storms of thic
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day are not the shed terrse of Christ over » world of such potentiel,

but s potential that is never being =dvenced. We need to build a bridge
from the viesible world to the invisible world. Jesus g2id thet the things
that 2re reslly importsnt are the things thet =2re reslly unseen. Yet our
energies are put towerd the gaining of those things thet sre seen. Those
things thst sre readily hendable, thet which is #n emotionsl response to
our physical deeds. How far we heve progressed 1in galinling for ourselves

a material way of 1life that far surpesses thet of our fsthers. Yet how
we heve drsgged our feet in spititusl gein of persuit. Thet world that is
essertially real as opposed to the world of reelity which is essentially
artificisl. OCur minds need to explore within the resalm of the spirit.
There are the resl forces that cen treansform this world into whet it ought
to Dbe.

L builder of bridges, whet 2n excitirg thought in the light of a world thest
ig geinine more gsulf, experiencing greater a2nd more intense breaches.

It mesns thet we discover ocurselves first of =11 and project that self at
the point of the resel needs of the world.

Roy Nell Smith told s2bout coming out of =n impoverished childhood., It

was 2 hard thing for his femily to s2ve money to send him awsy to school.
Bit what pride there wes in his feshters fece ¥what the dey came that he
went swsy to school for the first time. A privilege that hed not been
efforded either of them snd now biceriocudiy they were going to experlence
it through their son. And he ssid ‘he ceme home for the first holidsy and
s2ild he went welking with his father 2nd s2id thet while he was 2t school
he hed Jjoined the treck tesm 2nd thet he hed set 2 new recordé with the
broad jump. And 21l that he could telk gbout wass the bresd jump thet he
had jumped while he wss at college. His father didn't say a word for s
long time 2s they walked out over the prsire =2nd suddenly a Jack rabbit
jurped up end the father said, "Son, thet jeck rabbit jumped =2 lot further
then your broed jump and he never went to college." And Roy Smith s=id,
"I begen to think sbout things thet were reslly importent and they changed
my life and perspective. Little bridges that meke the wey for big bridges.

And now this. Here 2re the troubled waters, we desparately need builders
of bridges. Are you one?

Let us pray.



